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THOMAS NORRIS
BRANCH: UNITED STATES NAVY | SEAL

RANK: LIEUTENANT

COMBAT: VIETNAM WAR

MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION: LT. NORRIS REPEATEDLY ENTERED HEAVILY 
CONTROLLED ENEMY TERRITORY IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE TO RESCUE 
TWO DOWNED PILOTS. AFTER RECOVERING THE FIRST, HE RETURNED FOR 
THE SECOND DISGUISED AS A FISHERMAN, TRAVELING BY SAMPAN 
THROUGH THE NIGHT BEFORE LOCATING THE INJURED PILOT AND 
BRINGING HIM SAFELY BACK DESPITE HEAVY ENEMY FIRE.

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION: Lt. Norris completed an unprecedented ground rescue of two downed pilots deep 
within heavily controlled enemy territory in Quang Tri Province. Lt. Norris, on the night of 10 April, led a five-man 
patrol through 2,000 meters of heavily controlled territory, located one of the downed pilots at daybreak, and 
returned to the Forward Operating Base (FOB). On 11 April, after a devastating mortar and rocket attack on the 
small FOB, Lt. Norris led a three-man team on two unsuccessful rescue attempts for the second pilot. On the 
afternoon of the 12th, a forward air controller located the pilot and notified Lt. Norris. Dressed in fishermen 
disguises and using a sampan, Lt. Norris and one Vietnamese traveled throughout the night and found the injured 
pilot at dawn. Covering the pilot with bamboo and vegetation, they began the return journey, successfully evading a 
North Vietnamese patrol. Approaching the FOB, they came under heavy machine-gun fire. Lt. Norris called in an 
air strike which provided suppression fire and a smoke screen, allowing the rescue party to reach the FOB. By his 
outstanding display of decisive leadership, undaunted courage, and selfless dedication in the face of extreme 
danger, Lt. Norris enhanced the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval service.


