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Public Debt Profile for Rep. Lozano, House District 43

The Real Cost of Bonds:
How local debt is driven up by a small minority

Despite the Legislature’s historic $51 billion investment in property tax relief since 2019, local governments and ISDs
have spent Texans' relief by raising appraisal and passing massive bonds, leading to nearly $500 billion in local
debt, per the Bond Review Board. Texas must reform local taxing entities’ ability to take out massive bond debt and

ensure tax relief goes back to taxpayers.
Total School District Debt in House District 43, as of November 2024

School districts are the largest holder of public debt in Texas, accounting for over $202 billion of local debt as of
November 2024. Instead of focusing on what is important — like improving student outcomes in reading and math
— far too many school districts have prioritized bond packages to build stadiums, auditoriums, and facilities that

do little to boost academic achievement.

bt - In your district, the total ISD
School District Total Debt Debt Per Student ADA RN Grade Level y '

Level (Readi
(el WELRS debt is equal to $1,414,912,855.

GREGORY-PORTLAND ISD $425,540,294 $95,670.03 4,448 60% 50%

SINTON ISD $196,630,272 $112,553.10 1747 50% 39%

ALICE ISD $101,698,824 $26,553.22 3,830 43% 35% | In your district, the percentage
BEEVILLE ISD $86,541,327 $33,246.76 2,603 42% % | of students that are on grade-
INGLESIDE ISD $70,988,163 $40,357.11 1759 59% 49%

ODEM-EDROY ISD $66,073,063 $75,771.86 872 52% 32% level in Reading is 50%.
KINGSVILLE ISD $66,017,322 $32,313.91 2,043 31% 19%

WOODSBORO ISD $64,550,088 $198,006.40 326 40% 25%  |+1n your district, the percentage
SAN DIEGO ISD $39,061,766 $30,327.46 1288 48% % | ¢ tudents that are on grade-
PETTUS ISD $38,397,493 $132,405.15 290 54% 40%

level in Math is 38%.

Note: Data from the Bond Review Board

Total Bond Request by Year for Average ISD Deht and Expenditures
House District 43 House District 43

Sum of Bond Request . i .
saunneny Your Average Per-Pupil Expenditure is:
$250,000,000.00 $22,02375
$200,000,000.00 .

Your Average Debt Per-Student is:

$150,000,000.00 " rol $44,583.56

$100,000,000.00

I Your Total ISD Debt is:

I $1,414,912,855.00

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023 2024

Note: Data from the Bond Review Board Note: Data from the Bond Review Board & the PEIMS Financial Reports from TEA
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Bond Election Participation

In Texas, a significant portion of bond elections happen in May — an election date that has very low turnout rates. One way this is
demonstrated is by the number of bonds that are passed with fewer than 1,000 votes cast for the bond proposition.

Since the year 2000, 68.18% of all of the bonds passed in your district have passed with less than 1,000 votes.

Name Issuer Year Bond Votes Vo'.:es Percent In

Type Total For Against favor
Woodsboro ISD ISD 2013 $5,000,000.00 37 29 56%
Three Rivers ISD ISD 2012 $14,220,000.00 104 16 87%
Three Rivers ISD ISD 2014 $7,145,000.00 104 16 87%
Skidmore-Tynan ISD ISD 2007 $3,900,000.00 98 39 72%
Agua Dulce ISD ISD 2016 $5,000,000.00 n9 27 82%
Agua Dulce ISD ISD 2025 $15,000,000.00 n7 51 70%
Ben Bolt-Palito Blanco ISD ISD 2024 $8,000,000.00 141 29 83%
San Diego ISD ISD 2024 $247,580.00 104 78 57%
San Diego ISD ISD 2024 $3,500,000.00 103 82 56%
Skidmore-Tynan ISD ISD 2021 $14,640,000.00 105 103 50%

Breakdown of ISD Bonds Passed:
by Total Votes Cast, House District 43

0% 2% * Many district bond elections are decided by as
= 100 Votes or Fewer ¢ 500 vot
ew as votes.

= 100<votes<500 = In House District 43, approximately 41% of bonds,

or roughly $243,930,000, were passed with fewer

= 500<Votes<1,000 than 500 votes on the bond proposition.

= In House District 43, 68.18% of bond elections have

1,000<Votes<10,000 . .
otes passed with fewer than 1,000 people voting on the

proposition.

10,000<votes
= A total of $555,735,000 have passed with fewer

than 1,000 people voting.

Total Statewide ISD Bond Debt

Texas spends more money than any other state on new buildings, construction, and capital outlay — over $14 billion in 2024 alone, according to the U.S.
Census. That is more money than California and New York, despite the fact that both of these states have higher labor costs and higher costs for real
estate. These expenditures are most often spent on building extravagant-looking schools and auditoriums, as well as football stadiums that exceed $100

million.

Rendering of a Middle School in Prosper ISD: Crowley Track & Field Complex:

Total Spending on Construction: Comparison by State Part of a $2.4 Billion Bond Cost $150 Million
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