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THE TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT TOOLBOX:

STRATEGIES FOR POLICING ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION AND RELATED CRIME BEYOND THE BORDER
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The lllegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 added
Section 287(g) to the Immigration and
Nationality Act. This authorizes the director
of ICE to enter into agreements with state
and local law enforcement agencies that
permit designated officers to perform
limited immigration law enforcement
functions. Agreements under Section 287(g)
require the local law enforcement officers to
receive appropriate training and to function
under the supervision of ICE officers.
Deputized officers have the authority to
interview individuals in order to ascertain
their immigration status and check the DHS
databases for information on individuals.
These officers can issue immigration
detainers to hold individuals until ICE takes
custody, enter data into ICE’s database and
case management system, issue a “Notice
to Appear,” and make recommendations for
voluntary departure in place of formal
removal proceedings. Officers can also
make recommendations for detention and
immigration bonds and transfer noncitizens
into ICE custody. This is a broad set of tools
for officers to use in dealing with illegal
aliens.

Texas lawmakers should enact legislation
requiring all Texas law enforcement
agencies to participate in the 287(g)

program.




