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30 YEARS OF HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS

1989
FOUNDED IN 1989: It is no coincidence that the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation was founded 30 years ago, a 
landmark time for democracy. In a year when the Berlin Wall 
fell and the end of the Cold War changed the geopolitical 
landscape forever, there was a need to cultivate the ideals of 
liberty and self-reliance for coming generations. Knowing that 
the future of Texas was at stake, and that where Texas leads 
the world would follow, a “Heritage Foundation for Texas” was 
founded. Despite the ambitious vision of the small group of 
founders, even they could not anticipate the dramatic way the 
Foundation would shape not only the state but also the United 
States.

POLICY ORIENTATION: At the beginning of every 
year, policymakers across the state focus on Austin, Texas 
and what happens at our Policy Orientation. For almost two 
decades, Policy Orientation has helped define the conservative 
agenda and set change into action by bringing together our 
most influential leaders and educating individuals across the 
political spectrum. It’s no wonder this conference continues to 
grow and sell out every year as those in the know understand 
what happens at Policy Orientation can set the agenda for the 
rest of the legislative session or interim.
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2003



2007

TORT REFORM:  A founding objective of the Texas Public Policy Foundation was addressing the “judicial hellhole” 
the state had become for excessive litigation costs, especially in the medical field. By 2003, the state was in crisis. One out 
of four doctors had a malpractice claim filed against them each year. Malpractice insurance premiums skyrocketed, and 
Texans paid the costs in increased medical bills and a shortage of medical providers. As a central figure in tort reform, 
the Foundation helped turn the state around. Within a decade, Texas was clearly the leading example of what real reform 
could achieve. By 2013, Texas had nearly 60,000 doctors to care for its citizens, almost twice as many as it had in 2003. 
Additionally, a reformed tort system became a huge attraction for businesses and job growth in the state.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM: Established 
in 2007, the Right on Crime initiative began the 
process of re-imagining criminal justice in a way that 
upholds conservative values. Since that time, reforms 
championed by the Foundation and supported by 
Texas leaders like then-Gov. Rick Perry revolutionized 
the state’s criminal justice system. Texas strengthened 
alternatives to incarceration, which resulted in 
significant reductions in crime while avoiding billions 
in taxpayer costs.

Texas is now a model of criminal justice reform. In 
38 states, we’ve helped legislators pass comprehensive 
juvenile justice reform, overhaul civil asset forfeiture, 
and establish oversight committees to ensure results 
and properly manage taxpayers’ money. In a perfect 
example of how states can lead the way, Congress last 
year passed the First Step Act, echoing many of the 
state reforms in the federal prison system.

2003
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2010
FOUNDING OF 10TH AMENDMENT ACTION CENTER: In 2010, the Texas Public Policy Foundation 
founded the Center for Tenth Amendment Action with a young conservative leader named Ted Cruz. In the years 
since, both the Center and now-Sen. Cruz have risen in profile. Now called States Trust, this initiative is tackling some 
of the biggest issues from immigration to workforce development. States Trust is restoring the states’ voice in federal 
policymaking, all under the framework of the Tenth Amendment.
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CONSERVATIVE TEXAS BUDGET 
COALITION:  A strong Texas economy has at times 
provided legislators with greater spending opportunities 
than what was actually needed to continue state operations 
and services. The temptation to spend more than needed 
has grown the size of government and expanded the 
obligations of future budget writers. Starting in 2015, 
the Texas Public Policy Foundation has led a coalition 
calling for a Conservative Texas Budget, one that does not 
exceed population growth plus inflation, and reflects the 
actual needs of Texans and their ability to pay. Though the 
Legislature has sometimes failed to pass such a budget, 
by setting the standard and we are holding lawmakers 
accountable for what they spend and how it affects Texas.

2011
2011 BUDGET FIGHT:  During the 82nd Legislative 
Session, budget writers sought to raid the Rainy Day Fund 
not for the one-time emergency expenses it was designed 
for but to shore up an overextended budget and create both 
a precedent and expectation for future spending. Despite 
the fact that budget writers had already come to a tentative 
agreement to dip into the Rainy Day Fund, the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation made the case directly to Texans through 
a statewide television advertising campaign. By the end of 
the session, the Rainy Day Fund spending was eliminated 
and the chairman of the Senate Finance Committee pointed 
to the Foundation’s work as the very reason why. 
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NEW HEADQUARTERS:  It was at the 
20th Anniversary Gala that a campaign for a new 
headquarters was announced, and on San Jacinto 
Day in 2015, liberty’s new address officially opened. 
Surrounded by offices for special interest groups 
looking out for bureaucracy, unions and taxing 
entities, the Foundation’s Austin office represents an 
undeniable reminder that we are here to represent 
taxpayers and help develop policies that will help all 
Texans prosper.

2015

CENTER FOR THE AMERICAN 
FUTURE:  Throughout its history, the Foundation 
always influenced policy, but in 2015 it stepped into 
a new sphere of influence by creating a litigation 
center to work for liberty through the judicial system. 
The Center for the American Future enhances our 
core mission by challenging government overreach 
and representing clients whose lives and liberties are 
threatened by unconstitutional action. 
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2017
LIFE:POWERED:  Telling the real story of fossil fuels and 
how they provide safe, reliable and affordable energy has long 
been a central focus of the Texas Public Policy Foundation. In 
particular, we never backed down in our fight against the so-
called Clean Power Plan, an Obama-era program that not only 
threatened the American economy but opened the door to 
excessive regulation and government overreach. Our Fueling 
Freedom initiative, which recently rebranded to a national 
project called Life:Powered, not only led the way in opposing 
the Clean Power Plan but also provided a path forward 
once President Trump announced the plan’s repeal in 2017. 
Life:Powered’s current focus is “raising America’s energy IQ,” 
educating policymakers and the public about the benefits of 
energy through targeted marketing and education initiatives 
to prevent similarly poor policies in the future, including 
attempts from local governments to enact their own version of 
the Green New Deal.

OPENING OF A DC OFFICE:  The Foundation’s work 
and influence was never limited to just what was happening 
in Austin, but in 2017, our work became so influential and 
so needed that a DC office was established. While the heart 
and soul of our work will always be in the Lone Star State, the 
opportunity to promote liberty and proven state reforms in 
the nation’s capital could not be denied and is evidence of the 
Foundation’s rise to prominence in the last 30 years. Life:Powered (top photo) hosts a community forum in Georgetown, Texas 

where promises to go “100 percent renewable” not only weren’t true but also 
created a bad deal for residents.
David Balat, director of the Foundation’s Right on Healthcare initiative, 
testifies before the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Reform about 
healthcare solutions.
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IT WAS A CELEBRATION three decades in the making. With a capacity crowd at the Bob Bullock Texas History Museum, we 
celebrated how the Texas Public Policy Foundation has helped keep Texas, Texas and led the way in the nation for 30 years. 

30TH ANNIVERSARY GALA
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2019 FINANCIALS

Assets
Cash & Receivables	 $8,983,329
Prepaid Expenses	 $127,834
Property & Equipment	 $18,046,168
Other Assets	 $6,120,515
Total Assets	 $33,277,846

Liabilities
Current Liabilities	 $191,580
Deferred Revenue	 $120,985
Long-term Liabilities	 $7,842,562
Total Liabilities	 $8,155,127

Net Assets
Equity - Prior Years	 $24,414,904
Equity 2019	 $707,815
Total Net Assets	 $25,122,719

Total Net Assets 
& Liabilities	 $33,277,846

EXPENSES  
$16,300,039

Operations
6.0%

Development
16.2%

Communications
14.0%

Policy
63.8%

2019 BALANCE SHEET

Individuals
50.0%

Other
1.3%

Foundations
35.2%

Corporations
13.5%

OPERATING REVENUE  
$17,007,854

—All financial data subject to review by independent audit.





901 Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701  |  512-472-2700  |  www.texaspolicy.com

The Foundation’s mission is to promote and defend liberty, 
personal responsibility, and free enterprise in Texas and 

the nation by educating and affecting policymakers and 
the Texas public policy debate with academically sound 

research and outreach.

Funded by thousands of individuals, foundations, and 
corporations, the Foundation does not accept government 

funds or contributions to influence the outcomes  
of its research.

MISSIONSTATEMENT


