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Big-Government Stirrings In
Texas, The Most Important Place
In The World

Earlier this month the Texas Public Policy Foundation (TPPF) convened a

gathering of legislators, wonks, and hangers-on at the state capital to take

stock of the current fiscal climate.

The TPPF, as you might recall, bruited some frank opinions aimed at big-

spending Texas Republicans last summer that escalated into a war of words

broadcast most notably by the Wall Street Journal.

That flare-up came to an interesting conclusion in the fall, when state Senate

Finance Committee chairman announced that he was retiring from his post to

take up lobbying. This legislator had been among the Foundation’s most

critical gainsayers and a principal architect of the particularly pork-laden

budget that drew the ire of the TPPF.

At the recent conference, the Foundation exercised enough broadness of

mind to have at least one advocate of government solutions on every panel.
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What these people had to say about the justification of government programs

was not only novel, but indicative of how supple the governmental instinct is.

Government never goes down without a fight, and, when threatened, it

usually prevails. In Texas right now, government is circling the wagons, and

the implications are grave. And not only for the state. As the world’s foremost

driver of economic growth, Texas will be making decisions whose ripples will

be felt across the land and abroad as well.

Among the justifications for big government aired out at the conference was,

in effect, that “everything right now is all so misunderstood.” One legislator

who is a big wheel in the state budget process echoed the Finance Committee

chair’s words from last summer that the $100-billion-plus Texas budget

agreed to was actually “conservative” and “one we can all be proud of.”

In point of fact, according to the sitting legislator, if the public really

understood accounting, it would be clear that Texas was being careful with its

funds. He then laid out his case by going “down in the weeds” to explain the

accounting.

Public finance, like the politics that sets it in motion, is subject to the common

sense of public perception. As a rule of thumb, if your budget looks big, it is.

The earnest appeals of experts in the face of objections are little more than the

stuff of artifice and public relations.

A tolerable example, for sure. But then there was the “public-private

partnership” advocate who suggested that business executives who do not

pursue government handouts should be held accountable for neglecting their

fiduciary duty.

The implication was weird, indeed scary. If you would rather steer clear of

government “help” as you manage a business, you could be construed as

running afoul of the law. You could be sacked, sued—or worse.

Also stepping up was a Democratic legislator, a “tough-on-crime” enabler of

the criminal-justice establishment. He was mindful that given some shootings

nationwide, the state must spend hundreds of millions more on mental

health.

And yet mental health expenditures already gobble up 1% of the country’s

GDP. If this considerable share were increased at all, it would noticeably cut

into the standard of living.

All the while mental health rumbles along, carrying with it the taint of a

pseudo-discipline, as intellectual/psychiatrist Thomas Szasz and the

“skeptical doctor,” Theodore Dalyrimple, have convincingly argued. Naturally,

such a marginal discipline would be among the ones fishing for government

fortification. Its more impressive rivals in medicine out-compete it for dollars

—let alone prestige—in the marketplace.

This legislator also explained how well the problem of prison overcrowding is

being handled. The state has a hefty “diversion” program whereby people

picked up by the cops can serve out probation stretches.

This is tantamount to saying that the state is in bed with over-criminalization

(another research interest of the TPPF). These diversion “crimes” are

manifestly phony, a jobs program for the winners who populate the state’s

bloated police forces and probation departments.

BRIA N  DO MIT RO V IC ’ S  PO PU L A R  PO S T S

The Weak Dollar Caused the Great Recession
29,360 views

For Christmas, Our Thoughtless Government
Masters Gave Us Light Bulbs We Don't Want
28,746 views

The Fingerprints of 2000-01 Are All Over the
Crisis 22,211 views

An Earthquake is Brewing in U.S. Economic
History  19,351 views

Obama: The Worst Key nesian Ever 17,039 views

MO RE F RO M BRIA N  DO MIT RO V IC

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CDKGUo4TeUoSyGISB-gPCloHwCLr1-bkE-oWUyIIBnbCD7AEQASD-1PUXUNvjh6z4_____wFgydbljOSk8BPIAQKoAwHIA8EEqgTTAU_Q0sO9IusBTo89Rx7DLTxqchXExAf8kitDCWgvFVky6-erboNNwMP4Luj0D4Ap03kyf8d8gX5yGAmv90gjcxhtAht3o1K66TbwaG8cR5GxmJyv1ji84g3IUDHkBg3oHxjLrSYEdnNixsUEcvXDQEqnpaL2UOayNOLtf5P3m8GaV8BWcthb9aqFeDP-hFPlANcnYosV_-5gAYcQCNb5_1wyt2QT0c_gxC4MJ9VjVxqUQ038Str77O0_PSR7BIJ2nPjEGTVoLO1EdVp1lou18KKJNaGgBgKAB9LHky0&num=1&sig=AOD64_2CA-B6Hlz8G9wrFKNx4yTfe8dlCw&client=ca-pub-4111763448220873&adurl=http://www.statesman.com/s/higheredprofiles/%3Futm_source%3DStatesman%26utm_medium%3DRetargeting%26utm_campaign%3DRT
http://www.forbes.com/real-time-billionaires/
http://www.texaspolicy.com/issues/overcriminalization
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2012/03/13/the-weak-dollar-caused-the-great-recession/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2013/12/27/for-christmas-our-thoughtless-government-masters-gave-us-light-bulbs-we-dont-want/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2011/08/30/the-fingerprints-of-2000-01-are-all-over-the-crisis/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2011/02/22/an-earthquake-is-brewing-in-u-s-economic-history/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2012/11/20/obama-the-worst-keynesian-ever/
http://twitter.com/BrianDomitrovic
http://www.facebook.com/briandomitrovic
http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/feed/
http://blogs.forbes.com/people/briandomitrovic/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/193519125X/ref=s9_simh_gw_p14_d0_g14_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-2&pf_rd_r=19V51AX7Y70QG0QSK9AP&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=470938631&pf_rd_i=507846
http://econoclasts.net/


1/21/2014 Big-Government Stirrings In Texas, The Most Important Place In The World - Forbes

http://www.forbes.com/sites/briandomitrovic/2014/01/21/big-government-stirrings-in-texas-the-most-important-place-in-the-world/ 3/5

 Tweet    0  

Page 1  2  Next Page »

Federal Government Grants

Current Political Events

Best Political Magazines

Campaign Yard Signs

Federal Tax Tables

Careers in Social Services

Political Fundraising Ideas

Political Consultants

See Also:

The Texas economy has taken on a significance of late that is most major.

Since the Great Recession hit six years ago, Texas has been the only notable

place on the globe that has pursued relatively small-government policy

against the grain of Keynesian resurgence. As a result, Texas has happily

outperformed everyone. It has shown the world that the way back to mass

prosperity is to let the private economy run.
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