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Fairhust: Give students like me a choice of schools
Posted: 12:00 a.m. Sunday, April 28, 2013

BY ANA FAIRHURST - TEXAS PUBLIC POLICY FOUNDATION

The education you learn as a kid to young adult is something you will

bring with you for the rest of your life; therefore making it a very

serious matter. Our elected officials are currently debating bills to give

students and parents more control in choosing a school to meet their

needs. I have personally benefited from school choice, and I hope that

other students will have the same opportunity.

Some say that every kid is a genius just waiting to show the world what

they can do, and I personally agree with that completely! But everyone

is different in one way or another. Not all kids learn the same way as

others. So therefore, kids should be able to express themselves in the

school of their choice, the school that suits them personally as an

individual.

Since the education you learn now is something you will bring with you the rest of your life, don’t you think it should be

meaningful for you personally? That’s exactly the point of kids’ choice; to go to a school that will educate you in the way

that works for you personally, not the way that works for 200 other people. Just because it works for others doesn’t mean it

has to work for you.

If you have the right education taught to you, then that’s how you find your passion and where you excel. And once you do

that, there’s no telling what you could do with your gifts. And that’s exactly what the world needs, entrepreneurs using

their gifts to change the world one step at a time. And we’re all capable of that if we have the tools to get there.

I’m on my hero’s journey right now trying to find my gifts and passions. But I still don’t know what I want to do yet; but I

knew I had an interest in politics. So in my school, Acton Academy, we learned the skills to getting a job (or an internship, in

this case.) That’s when I took the tools I had learned to get an internship at the Texas Public Policy Foundation.

So far it has been a great experience, and I have learned so much. I never would have thought that I would have an

internship in seventh grade! Before this year (when I found Acton Academy) I felt like I was just learning meaningless things

that I would never even use in my life, things that would never come in handy in the real world. I felt like it was just a waste

of my time.

After coming to the school of my choice, though, within this year so far I have started learning a new language; in math I

have started learning statistics, exponents, radicals and scientific notation, done taxing word problems and so much more;

and I learned how to get a job! But that’s not even the half of it. I’ve also learned a lot about myself and what I like to do that

may be my passions and gifts.

MarketplaceMarketplace ClassifiedsClassifieds SubscribeSubscribe HelpHelp

HOME METRO & STATE INVESTIGATIONS BUSINESS SPORTS LIFE & ENTERTAINMENT OPINION SHOPPING

A A A

0 0 0 New 

http://www.statesman.com/s/traffic/
http://www.mystatesman.com/
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/fairhust-give-students-like-me-a-choice-of-schools/nXXqw/?icmp=statesman_internallink_textlink_apr2013_statesmanstubtomystatesman_launch#
http://www.mystatesman.com/
http://www.mystatesman.com/categories/news/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/opinion/insightandbooks/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C-_g_wl2BUZXdI-HCwQGW2oDoCa2d45oDAAAQASDd66YfUMqtwtn6_____wFgydbljOSk8BPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSZAk_QACCORcj44Xhids9l1bbwNwfAsaJJ5FtZYkQ9cXDjp0IKqIkMEFaIutY-GbArqHcBabVeZGIr-luZtzlfiTs6cbB-oBV36UUllCqQkjAtvXqH-gzE7DTLfC6g0EPR_SAp29Ex508Jla--goHr7WYDNW0t-hULZOEuOvvLtO6W4oFk-0JTj2RW24Y-WvJBEnmcCbrc-cCowacIFcsdz0ROEIS5lXcfZuyYHnADTsqj9ovBR3-phGOJ8i2kIZN4Ekjd_XqwNCKUmUzgOX8tUmh8w1oOzPcqfFWO9OuwFm5gD3ixwj2_tVUUFrGm6bAvJnC53lmZROlMIsBydo3GlkFaa98z-n8JD_fF47EAFrA28L4BxBwaJ1_E4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0yEIY-AfNo8amk2pi0ZQWk8LwvWA&client=ca-pub-0637431945902774&adurl=http://www.austin360.com/
http://www.statesman.com/s/marketplace/
http://www.statesman.com/s/classifieds/
https://myaccount.statesman.com/dsssubscribe.aspx?premium=y&product=desktop&return=http://www.mystatesman.com/
http://www.mystatesman.com/services/help/
http://www.mystatesman.com/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/metro-state/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/investigations/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/business/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/sports/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/life/
http://www.mystatesman.com/s/opinion/
http://findnsave.statesman.com/


5/1/13 1:24 PMFairhust: Give students like me a choice of schools | www.mystatesman.com

Page 2 of 3http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/fairhust-give-students-…man_internallink_textlink_apr2013_statesmanstubtomystatesman_launch

Get Access

MyStatesman.com

Investigations

Obituaries

News Tips

Archives

Newsroom Directory

Sign up for Newsletters

Sign up for Mobile Alerts

Austin360.com

Statesman.com

PolitifactTexas

Hookem.com

¡ahora sí!

NEWS

Subscriber Services

Contact Us

Subscribe

Digital Products

Get Access

Website feedback

Technical Support

FAQs

Our Community

Work Here

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Marketplace

Cars

Jobs

Homes/Real Estate

Advertise with Us

MARKETPLACE

Twitter

Facebook

Pinterest

Google+

Tumblr

SOCIAL MEDIA

Everything like math, science and history are all important, but learning about your passions and gifts is how you find who

you are; and that’s how I’m finding out about who I am. And that is exactly why I think that kids’ choice is extremely

important in life and learning who you are.

This whole experience, from public and charter school to being at Acton and having an internship, has really been life-

changing for me. Now I know I’m doing something meaningful with my life. And I still have a lot of life in front of me. And I

know one of my passions I’ve discovered so far is helping make a difference in the world. And I’m almost there.

So kids’ choice is one of the most important things you can have in my opinion! And it’s one step closer to giving kids like

me the tools to change the world just one step at a time. And I’m glad that I’m getting this amazing experience to be in the

school of my choice. I only wish that everyone could have that choice, too.
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