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Texas Public Policy Foundation

Recently, the National Council on Teacher Quality
released a troubling report on teacher preparatory
programs. The conclusion of the study—that many
programs are not adequately preparing new educators
to teach effectively—begs the question of whether the
lengthy process prospective teachers go through in
these colleges is always the best means to ensure that
a teacher will be effective in the classroom.

The raw numbers of the NCTQ study are alarming. Only
4 of the 1,200 elementary and secondary education
prep programs surveyed were given four out of four
stars. In contrast, 163 of the programs were given no
stars and a warning label for candidates to those
schools, saying they were unlikely to get much return
on their investment.

There are two sets of victims here. The first are would
be educators who are investing in these inadequate
programs and coming out ill-prepared to teach. The
second are students who are not receiving the level of
quality instruction needed to prepare them for college
or the workforce.

What, then, are the options? To a certain extent, this
problem must be addressed at the higher education
level. Reforming the education colleges, and holding
them accountable based on their outcomes, will be a
strong step toward ensuring more of our teachers are
well prepared when they enter the classroom for the
first time.

A second option would be to go around the education
colleges altogether. Thomas Fordham, in a report
entitled “The Teachers We Need and How to Get More

Recommend 0

Advertisement

JAMES GOLSAN

Home News Sports Living Opinion Photos Celebrations HerEntertainment Ad Services Obituaries Contact Us Monday July 15, 2013

X

http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/weather/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/weather/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/weather/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/search?q=&t=article&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&s=&sd=desc&f=html
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/archives
http://oasc12033.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/hcn.friendswood/opinion/L23/2062272722/x95/HCN/primroseSchool_sticker_286292_FJ/286292_PrimroseSchool_300x100.jpg/624c4a76486c454b6767304141456767?x
http://oasc12033.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/hcn.friendswood/opinion/L23/1766325187/x03/HCN/houstonCommunity_College_300_281487/281784_HCC_300x250.jpg/624c4a76486c454b6767304141456767?x
http://oasc12033.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/hcn.friendswood/opinion/L23/1125591343/x04/HCN/prestonLiving_300_280081_FJ/Friendswood.gif/624c4a76486c454b6767304141456767?x
http://oasc12033.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/hcn.friendswood/opinion/L23/898045455/x02/HCN/killumPestcontrol_200_278123_FJ_PJ/278123_Killum_Pest_200x90.jpg/624c4a76486c454b6767304141456767?x
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/
javascript:void(0)
https://yourhoustonnews-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/classifieds/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/jobs/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/autos/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/homes/
http://findit.hcnonline.com/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/place_an_ad/
http://oasc12033.247realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/hcn.friendswood/opinion/L23/1615811181/x11/HCN/secondBaptistChurch_960_284597_PJ_FJ/secondBaptistChurch_960_284597_PJ_FJ.html/624c4a76486c454b6767304141456767
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html?mode=story
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html#user-comment-area
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html?mode=image
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourhoustonnews.com%2Ffriendswood%2Fopinion%2Fgolsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence%2Farticle_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html&related=ScoopHouston%2Ctownnews&text=GOLSAN%3A%20Re-thinking%20Texas%20teaching%2C%20encouraging%20and%20rewarding%20excellence&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourhoustonnews.com%2Ffriendswood%2Fopinion%2Fgolsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence%2Farticle_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html%23.UeQg47YQXO4.twitter&via=ScoopHouston
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourhoustonnews.com%2Ffriendswood%2Fopinion%2Fgolsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence%2Farticle_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html?mode=print
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html?mode=story
javascript:void(0)
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/golsan-re-thinking-texas-teaching-encouraging-and-rewarding-excellence/article_5b6aa498-0e81-5d8f-b982-e7f9db8b7abd.html?mode=image&photo=0
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/news/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/sports/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/living/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/opinion/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/photos/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/celebrations/submission/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/greater_houston/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/advertise/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/obituaries/
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/friendswood/contact/


SEARCH LOCAL BUSINESSES:

  Search

 

Friendswood Apartments

Friendswood Automotive

Friendswood Banks

Friendswood Dentists

Friendswood Dining

Friendswood Doctors

Friendswood Realtors

Friendswood Storage

More Businesses 

Claim Your Business Listing Today 

 

  

TweetTweet 0 0

Discuss Print

Similar Stories

MATTHEWS: Energy policy is national security

issue

BRIGGS: The hidden crisis in American education

SPRIGGS: Student loans and American skil ls:

Different times, two different reactions

American Forum: The surprising pro-environment

business segment

Weber: Immigration reform is not a race

Most Read

Camp Strake to become next ‘Market Street’ —

whispers of an Astros Triple-A team

Camp Strake to become next ‘Market Street’ —

whispers of an Astros Triple-A team

Taylor: Howard is not the answer

Costco opens in Sugar Land on Thursday, July 11

CPD investigating death of homeless woman

of Them: A Manifesto,” called for widening the entry
paths into the teaching profession. He suggested that
lengthy certification processes with an emphasis on
pedagogy would only serve to block otherwise highly
qualified individuals from getting in front of our
classrooms.

According to Fordham, “[A] better solution to the
teacher quality problem is to simplify the entry and
hiring process. Get rid of most hoops and hurdles.
Instead of requiring a long list of courses and
degrees, test future teachers for their knowledge and
skills. Allow principals to hire the teachers they need.”

In Texas, that means streamlining the certification
process as much as possible and shortening the time
it would take a qualified professional, say a former
engineer interested in teaching calculus, in front of the
classroom.

That said, getting high quality talent in front of the classroom is only the first step Texas should take toward
strengthening our teaching pool. Encouraging excellence in the classroom is also important, as is rewarding it.
Unfortunately, the manner in which we currently compensate our teachers—through a state mandated minimum
salary schedule that rewards experience over excellence on an incremental, yearly basis—does neither of those
things.

How can we expect school districts to reward their best teachers—potentially at the six figure level—if the
existing system constrains them into paying all their employees more or less the same wage? Furthermore,
what incentive do educators who have not yet honed their craft have to improve? Whether they perform well or
poorly, the salary schedule system grants them a raise the following year.

We have many excellent teachers in Texas’ public schools. Unfortunately, the report by NCTQ highlights the fact
that nationwide, not just in Texas, we have a serious problem with educator preparation.

Problems in educator preparation lead to problems in the classroom, which is unfair to both the teachers who
were short-changed in their learning experience and, in turn, unfair to students who are being short-changed in
the classroom. The education colleges need improving, there is no doubt. But there are ways Texas could
improve entry paths into the teaching profession, as well as improve the incentives toward becoming a great
teacher. There are a lot of great teachers in this state. There’s no reason we can’t have more.

James Golsan is policy analyst for the Center for Center for Education Policy with the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, a non-profit, free-market research institute based in Austin. He may be reached at
jgolsan@texaspolicy.com.
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