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Fourth suit filed on school funding

3 local districts are among the 60 claiming inadequacy.
By Gary Scharrer, gscharrer@express-new s.net
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MALDEF: The Edgewood Independent
School District was the lead partyin the
1984 landmark school finance case.
The new case, with Edgewood as the
lead party again, joined by other
property-poor school disfricts, claims
the state inadequately funds low-
income and English Language Learner
students “through an arbitrary funding
process that does not provide the
necessary resources for those students
to acquire the quality education that the
Texas Constitution demands.”

This suitinvolves atleast four school
districts and 52,000 students. The lead
attorneyis David Hinojosa, Southwest
regional counsel for the Mexican
American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund.

Texas School Coalition: This “Calhoun
County ISD” suitis made up mostly of
property-wealthy school districts,
including Alamo Heights. The suit
claims the state is not providing
adequate funding for public education to
meet constitutional standards. The suit
also claims school districts have lost
local control because they cannot
reasonably make up the loss of state
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AUSTIN — The state's largest school districts have filed a
lawsuit claiming the public education system is
inadequate and inequitable — the fourth such suit filed
since the Legislature ended its session in June.

The latest suit involves more than 60 school districts,
including Northside, North East and East Central, and
nearly 1.6 million students. More than 500 Texas school
districts representing about 3.3 million children now are
involved in school funding litigation against the state.

“We wish litigation weren't necessary, but the nature of
school finance just seems to be that you have this back-
and-forth dialogue going on between the legislative
branch and the judicial branch,” said Houston-based
attorney David Thompson, lead lawyer in the latest
lawsuit. “Tt seems like a judicial decision seems to be a
necessary spur to legislative action.”

Six constitutional challenges to the state's school finance
system have reached the Texas Supreme Court since the
landmark Edgewood vs. Kirby decision in 1989, when the
court ruled that “districts must have substantially equal
access to similar revenue per pupil at similar levels of

tax effort.”

Per-student funding in Texas now ranges from less than
$5,000 per child in some school districts to more than
$10,000 in others.

Attorney General Greg Abbott, whose office will defend
the state, declined to comment on the litigation.

Each of the four school finance lawsuits claims the state is
not adequately funding education, especially as student
enrollment grows by about 85,000 children per year. Most
of the enrollment growth is made up of low-income
children, who cost more to educate.
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lawyers are Mark Trachtenberg of Dallas Education Agency.

and John Turner of Houston.

Thompson, a former general counsel for the Texas
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million students. The lead lawyers are Foundation.

Rick Gray and Randall “Buck” Wood.

The debate should not focus on spending more money for
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Gas leak prompts evacuation at PD

headquarters “We do have an efficiency problem but, by definition,

Fed courtsays Texas may have efficiency should mean getting the most from every dollar

discriminated that goes into Texas public education, not simply putting Before "We Bought a Zo
Woman shot while driving on Loop 410 more money into it.” bought a ranch

Guard at medical unitin Texas accused of

b . . .
abuse , Fort Bend ISD is the lead name in the Thompson suit. I't
Alook atrecord keeping, Texas doctor
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Thompson said. It's a growing school district with a
diverse student population, successful schools and good
community support, he said.

The litigation is significant, Northside ISD Superintendant John Folks said, “because if we do not
file this suit and we do not win this suit, then the education of our kids is in jeopardy. The state
of Texas has totally failed in its mission to fund public education.”

The state's school funding system “is out of whack,” said Dan Casev of Moak and Casey, an

Austin-based school consulting company that will be called as expert witnesses in the trial. Temple example of stak

compared to Pitt, PSU
Budget cuts this year exacerbated the problem, he said, adding that state leaders appear to have

created a state goal of college readiness for most, if not all students — without providing
resources to meet the goal.

Thompson speculated the school finance case could go to trial next fall, with a ruling before the
2013 legislative session starts. The four suits are expected to be consolidated, with all parties
working together, Thompson said.

“We will have a lot more in common than any differences,” he said.
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