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Tort reform saved Texas from a medical crisis
By Ryan Brannan
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[*] Font One out of four doctors had a claim filed against them

each year. Even though 85 percent of those malpractice
claims failed to reach trial, they still cost an average of
$50,000 to defend. And for those that did reach trial, the cost was about $1.4 million.

As a result, many doctors were choosing not to practice in Texas. In 1998, there were 2,866 [}.-" ¢ I_OFT
newly-licensed physicians in the state. By 2002, that number cropped to 2,110, even as the ;
general population in Texas was expanding. By 2003, Texas ranked 49th out of the 50 states in
doctor-per-citizen ratio.

In the two years preceding reform, some 5,001 high-risk specialists limited their practice leaving ; ~
only 5,674 of the 10,675 licensed high-risk specialists actually providing a full range of services Bu U" UU E <3

to their patients.
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In June of 2003, the Texas Legislature passed a comprehensive package of medical liability
reforms to fix the medical care crisis in the state.And it worked.

Some 24,583 new physicians have been licensed in Texas. The Texas Medical Board (TMB) has
received 83 percent more applications and licensed 60 percent more doctors in the past four
years than in the four years preceding reform. Today, Texas has more physicians per capita than
ever before.

Texas is also seeing doctors return to previously underserved areas. The number of obstetricians
practicing in rural Texas has grown by 27 percent. Twenty-two rural Texas counties have added
at least one obstetrician since 2003, including 10 counties that previously had none. Post-
reform, Texas has licensed 212 orthopedic surgeons, representing a 15 percent increase in the
number of Texas orthopedists in the past six years.

This unprecedented growth has much to do with the passage of medical malpractice tort reform.
According to a Texas Medical Association survey, nearly 95 percent of physicians who were in
residency or practicing medicine in another state in September of 2003, and who later came to
Texas, said Texas' liability climate was “very important” or of “moderate importance” in their
decision to practice in Texas.

Additionally, nearly 8o percent of the responders rated Texas' liability climate as “better” or
“much better” than the state in which they previously practiced.

Tort reform saved Texas from a medical crisis.

Ryan Brannan is an economic freedom policy analyst for the Center for Economic Freedom,
part of the Austin-based Texas Public Policy Foundation.

[ Printable Version [4 Email This 22 4
(3]
Add Your Comment
New to the site? Already a member?
To use commenting, you Please log in. (Forgot Password?)

need to sign up.



Email

1.1% Money Market Account
Top rates, solid banks, no
minimums no fees.

ww w .RateCatcher.com

MYSA Life

Home Events Calendar
News Multimedia
Blogs National/International
Business Obituaries
Sports Politics
Columnists Travel

Editorials Traffic

Education Weather
Entertainment Food

Forums Spurs

Password

D Remember Me

Top Money Market Accounts
Find the Highest Yields in the US.
Compare Minimums &

MMA .Bankrate.com

TOPICS MARKETPLACE
Community Autos

Health Classifieds

Living Green Find San Antonio
SA jobs

Military Real Estate
Outdoors Shopping

Visitors' Guide Business Directory
SAPaws Fan Shop
SACultura

Man "Cheats" Bad Credit

He Added 183 Points to His Credit

Score Using This 1 Easy

ww w.TheCreditSolutionProgram.com

Ads by Yahoo!

COMMUNITY
Calendar
Photos

OTHER EDITIONS
e-Edition

Mobile

Facebook

Follow us on Twitter
Express-News in
Education

San Antonio Express-News

© 2011 Hearst Communications Inc.
HE AR ST newspapers

LOCAL SERVICES

Air Conditioning Contractors in San
Antonio

Car Dealerships in San Antonio
Cleaning Services in San Antonio
Family Doctors in San Antonio
Furniture Stores in San Antonio
Injury Attorneys in San Antonio
New Car Dealers in San Antonio
Real Estate Agents in San Antonio
Real Estate Attorneys in San Antonio
Restaurants in San Antonio

ABOUT US

About Us

Advertise online
Advertise in print
Newspaper Delivery
Place a classified ad
Buy Photos

Archives

Privacy Policy
Terms and
Conditions

Ethics Policy



