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“The Texas model can’t be the blueprint for the United States to successfully compete in
the 21st-century economy, where you need a well-educated work force,” said Dick Lavine,
senior fiscal analyst at the Center for Public Policy Priorities, an Austin-based liberal
research group.

On the campaign trail, Mr. Perry is hearing none of it. In announcing his candidacy in
South Carolina on Saturday, he pointed to his policies of low taxes, reduced government
spending and regulatory easing as “a recipe to produce the strongest economy in the
nation” and one that Washington would do well to duplicate.

Since Mr. Perry succeeded George W. Bush as governor in 2000, he has viewed his role as
mostly staying out of the way of the private sector. When he has stepped in, he has
tweaked the system, not remade it. For example, he pushed through tort reform to limit
lawsuits against doctors, which encouraged the continued expansion of major medical
centers. He also set up an enterprise fund that gave businesses nearly a half a billion
dollars in grants and financial incentives over the last eight years to encourage their
expansion.

For homeowners, he cut real estate taxes to make the state’s already cheap housing a bit
more affordable. And a few months ago, with the state facing a $27 billion deficit in its
two-year budget, Mr. Perry called lawmakers into a special session and insisted they not
raise taxes. The Republican-dominated Legislature complied, slashing billions of dollars in
aid to public schools.

“He’s been a promoter of stability in regulatory policy and stability in spending,” said
Talmadge Heflin, director of the Texas Public Policy Foundation’s Center for Fiscal Policy
and a former Republican state representative. “That gives him something to show for
whatever he runs for.”

As the Republican race pits the Texas governor against a former Massachusetts governor,
Mitt Romney, the economies of the two states are bound to be contrasted. Texas has far
outstripped Massachusetts in the number of jobs created over the last two years. But by
other measures, the Massachusetts economy has been stronger, with a lower
unemployment rate in June and economic growth of 4.2 percent last year, compared with
2.8 percent in Texas.
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This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:
Correction: August 15, 2011

An earlier version of this article rendered incorrectly part of the name of the Maguire
Energy Institute at Southern Methodist University.

A version of this article appeared in print on August 16, 2011, on page
A1 of the New York edition with the headline: In Texas Jobs Boom,
Crediting a Leader, or Luck.
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