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Group seeks to hold state lawmakers accountable for public ed cuts
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The group behind a rallythatdrew hundreds to the Texas State Capitol in
March is gearing up for a statewide conference Friday, July 15 and Saturday,
July 16.

Leaders of the grassroots organization, Save Texas Schools are hoping to

inform voters about the decisions made bylawmakers during the g2nd
legislative session.

Organizers say they want to hold current legislators accountable for their voting
record when it comes to budget cuts for public education.

"Every step of the way we've just been responding to what's been going on, but
we realized that what happened in this session began in the election, and so
what happens in the next session also begins in the election," advisory
committee chair of Save Texas Schools, Allen Weeks said.

This weekend, Save Texas Schools is welcoming parents and teachers from
across Texas to Austin for a conference to teach voters specific questions they
should be asking their lawmakers.

"What do they mean by funding quality schools? Exactly whatkind of supportis
going to drive us forward? Lawmakers are going to be facing an educated
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populous this time, and that's going to be the key. If they got the wrong answers people will look for candidates who

have the right answers," Weeks said.

According to the events website, organizers say Texas needs pro-education candidates and a new wave of

lawmakers in 2013.

Education policy analyst with the conservative leaning Texas Public Policy Foundation, James Golsan believes

there are no anti-education lawmakers.

"It sounds like theyre saying an anti-education lawmaker is a lawmaker who doesn'twant to spend as much
money as possible on Texas education, and | don't think those two things have to line up," Golsan said. "l think
there are a lot of legislators who are very much about improving our schools in Texas who atthe same time
recognize that we might have a bit of a spending issue, and see that we can do things more efficiently.”

Weeks says that Save Texas Schools is a non-partisan organization, and promises the presence of lawmakers




from both political parties at the conference.

"Even someone that says we need a conservative budget needs to say, ‘Well how are we going to do that and have
the quality education that our students need to succeed?™ Weeks said. "That's what didn't happen in this session.
We didn't balance the issues."

For more information on the Save Texas Schools conference visit http://savetxschools.org/2011/06/sts-conference/.

Organizers say there will be additional conferences held this fall in other Texas cities, but the dates and times have
notbeen announced.
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