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AUSTIN, TEXAS — Once again defending academic research
against proposals that question taxpayer funds not being spent on
classroom teaching, University of Texas President William Powers
said Monday that the state's flagship campus is receptive to change
but not at the expense of research.

"The result of an unfettered, curiosity-driven research model is that
it expands knowledge for society," Powers said. "If we try too hard to
direct research from the top, we'll diminish our overall returns.”

Powers spoke to about 200 invited university officials, UT alumni
and faculty, many of whom are concerned with ideas to revamp
higher education that Gov. Rick Perry has endorsed. Among themis
scrutinizing the role of research at Texas colleges and universities,
which critics argue doesn't always give the state enough bang for its
buck.

Powers did not directly mention the controversy or name the most
recent outspoken critics of academic research during his speech on
the UT campus, the timing of which school officials called rare. The
UT System Board of Regents is scheduled to meet later this week.

But Powers did mention the word "research” at least 47 times — or
about once every minute.

In one example, Powers introduced the audience to a UT
undergraduate who assisted a professor with projects aimed at
improving drug effectiveness. Katie Maass, a chemical engineering
senior, later received a $250,000 research grant to continue her
work.

"The kind of faculty mentoring and interaction that Katie received
cannot be captured in a faculty profit-and-loss statement," Powers
said.

That comment was in reference to the Texas A&M University
System, which absorbed a rebuke from leading higher education
observers after compiling a spreadsheet of faculty professors that
showed who generated revenue and who didn't. A special adviser to
the UT System also stirred controversy by seeking to compile data
about how much time professors spent teaching, before he was let
go last month.

That adviser, Rick O'Donnell, is a former senior fellow at the Texas
Public Policy Foundation, an Austin-based think tank. The group
has advanced what's been called "seven breakthrough solutions"
for higher education, which includes re-examining the role of
research and improving ways to measure teacher efficiency. Perry
has supported the seven measures.

David Guenthner, spokesman for the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, said he was glad to see Powers acknowledge that
changes on the campus are needed. Yet while he agreed that
students like Maass are benefiting from the kind of quality research
needed on Texas campuses, he cautioned against relying on
anecdotes.

"You can talk about the double helix on one end of the spectrum,
but on the other end of the spectrum you have the professor who
does the study on Texas barbecue," Guenthner said.

Guenthner said the main concern is that teaching has been getting
the short shrift at universities that emphasize research. He pointed
to undergraduates who complain of spending their first two years
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being taught by teaching assistants and part-time professors, all the
while paying soaring tuition costs.

The debate has escalated enough to garner more attention at the
Capitol. Last week, Republican House Speaker Joe Straus and Lt.
Gov. David Dewhurst announced they had formed a joint oversight
committee aimed at ensuring transparency and best practices at
Texas colleges and universities.

May 09, 2011 07:03 PM EDT

Copyright 2011, The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Share this article:

New to the site?

To leave a
comment, you
need to sign up.

Already a member?

To comment, Please login.

Email address

Password

[C1Remember me

3 Sort: | Newest to Oldest El =

Flaccus Score: 0

jﬁ 6:12 PMon May9, 2011 Report Abuse
| read the barbecue article. It was
quite good.
hills4obama Score: 0

jﬁ 5:50 AMon May 9, 2011 Report Abuse
Another Perry idra is another Perry
mad idea !l
hills4obama Score: 0
5:49 AMon May9, 2011 Report Abuse

There are rumors swirling that
Powers will be resigning during his
speech. .Any one know anything
more about this possibility?

UT Austin needs Powers to stand
strong & not allow another Perry
mad idea!

Top Stock Pick - OBJE

Company Positioned to Capitalize on Internet

Buying

ww w .ObsceneJeans.com

"Weird Fruit Burns Fat"

Strange

www .5New sTV.com

SPORTS WEATHER
Longhorns TRAFFIC
Longhorns Gameweek Traffic Cameras
Aggies MULTIMEDIA

HS Football Collective Vision
High School Interactives
Recruiting Galleries
Outdoors BLOGS

Golf ENTERTANMENT
Area Pro Teams AclList

NFL Events

NBA Music

MLB Movies

AP Sports News Television

LIFE Arts

Style Recreation

statesman.com/.../ut-president-touts-i...

Reporter Drops 32 Pounds in 28 Days w ith This

N

Texas
natural gas.

It’s ready
to power
our future.

FROM OUR NEWS PARTNERS
» U.S. official: Porn found in bin Laden compound

» Mother, daughter charged with animal cruelty for
using dogs to kill a pig

» Robbers caught after leaving truck keys in home
P Seafarer crew hunting for Spanish gold off Fla. coast

» Burglar bypasses liquor, cigarettes to steal empty
gumball machine

Kids left to live in woods while parents getdrug
treatment

Sailboat crushed by breaching whale near Oregon
Man accused of videotaping neighbors from closet

Commercial to recreate famed 'Bullit' car chase in
SF's financial district

Couple survives after SUV goes down 300-foot cliff

Dermatologists Hate Her

$7 Trick

prevention.com/beauty

CLASSIFIEDS

Cars

Homes

Jobs

Find Austin Jobs
Merchandise

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Member Center

E-mail Newsletters
Subscribe to the Statesman
Sign up for the eEdition
Subcriber Services

Where to buy the Statesman
Buy Photos

Readers Panel

Careers at the Statesman

Local Mom Exposes an Anti-Aging Miracle. Her

Ads by Yahoo!

ADVERTISE

Print

Online

Classifieds (Print & Online)
eTearsheets

Newspaper Ads
MARKETING

Community Development
DoGood

Glossy

Concert series

Marketing

Readers panel

Special Sections
AFFLIATED SITES

Ahora Si

2/3



5/13/2011 UT president touts importance of cam...

Employment Travel Spas/Salons Internships Hookem.com

Real Estate Gardening Food/Drink Newspapers in Education Bastrop Advertiser

AP Business Green MOBILE/RSS Inside Line Cedar Park Citizen

OPINION Health & Medical Statesman News tips Lake Travis View

Insight Raising Austin Austin360 Reader rewards Leander Ledger

Ben Sargent Books iPhone application Site map North Lake Travis Log
Faith RSS Ethics Policy Pflugerville Pflag
Life Guide Round Rock Leader
Weddings Smithville Times
Season for Caring Westlake Picayune

Copyright © Fri May 13 14:30:49 EDT 2011 All rights reserved. By using Statesman.com, you accept the terms of our visitor agreement. Please read it.
Contact Statesman.com | Privacy Policy | About our ads

X3 ENABLED

statesman.com/.../ut-president-touts-i... 3/3



