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Barry  Smitherman, the chairman of  the Texas Public Utilities

Commission, coils the charging cord at a car-charging station af ter

powering up his electric Chev y  Volt (back) in the parking lot at the

George Bush Presidential Library  on Wednesday . Smitherman and

other energy  experts attended the 2011 Texas Energy  Summit

Wednesday .
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Panel: EPA a burden to Texans

A trio of Texas energy experts took aim Wednesday at the

Environmental Protection Agency during a panel at Texas A&M

about energy regulation.

A variety of new rules are going to impact coal production in

Texas and will risk many coal generators shutting down

because they can't afford the necessary retrofits, said Barry

Smitherman, chairman of the Public Utility Commission of

Texas.

"In the competitive market, you can't automatically pass that to

the consumer," he said to the roughly 70 people at the

George Bush Presidential Library. "Now try to explain that to

the EPA and some of the decision makers in Washington."

The discussion was held during The Academy of Medicine,

Engineering & Science of Texas' 2011 Texas Energy Summit

at the on-campus George Bush Presidential Library.

The program brought together Texas leaders from industry,

academia and government to explore a trio of issues key to

the state's energy landscape: regulation, transportation and

electrical power generation.

The featured panel, moderated by Ross Ramsey, managing editor of the Texas Tribune, also included Elizabeth Ames

Jones, chairman of the Railroad Commission of Texas, and Kathleen Hartnett White, director of the Armstrong Center for

Energy and the Environment at the Texas Public Policy Foundation.

White, who has served a six-year term as chairman and commissioner of the Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality, went through a list of 10 EPA rules she was against, including the Clean Air Transport Rule and Cooling Water

Intake Rule.

She said the cost of compliance with the rules would be enormous and that they should be the product of better science.

"After 40 years of these major federal environmental laws that have had wonderful benefits and value and success ...

there needs to be more rigorous scientific standards," she said.

The day of events also featured recorded opening remarks by Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and a keynote address by U.S.

Rep. Bill Flores. To promote alternate fuel options, Smitherman drove his electric plug-in Chevy Volt to the event.

TAMEST was founded in 2004 by Hutchison and a pair of Nobel laureates -- Michael Brown and the late Richard Smalley

-- to promote Texas' top achievers in medicine, engineering and science, and boost the state's profile in those areas.
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By VIMAL PATEL

vimal.patel@theeagle.com

Notice about comments:

Theeagle.com is pleased to offer readers the ability to comment on stories. We expect our readers to engage in lively,

yet civil discourse. Theeagle.com cannot promise that readers will not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate

comments posted in the comments area. Responsibility for the statements posted lies with the person submitting the

comment, not theeagle.com. If you find a comment that is objectionable, please click "report abuse" and we will review it

for possible removal. Please be reminded, however, that in accordance with our Terms of Use and federal law, we are

under no obligation to remove any third party comments posted on our website. Full terms and conditions can be read

here.

The Eagle is proud to offer our users enhanced commenting features. You can now build user-to-user connections,

follow friend's recent posts, add an avatar that fits your personality, and more. If you have posted here before you’ll need

to sign up again and if you’ve never posted start now by signing up!.
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