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“Based on what I’ve been hearing, the Senate bill will be substantially different,” said

former Rep. Talmadge Heflin, R-Houston, chairman of the House Appropriations

Committee in 2003, when the Legislature tackled a $10 billion gap.

“They are likely to come up with more revenue,” said Heflin who now leads the Center

for Fiscal Policy at the Austin-based think tank Texas Public Policy Foundation.

Eva DeLuna Castro, senior fiscal analyst at the Center for Public Policy Priorities,

another Austin think-tank, said it is anyone’s guess how much the final budget bill will be

before the session ends on May 30 because both chambers are billions of dollars apart

in their respective bills.

For instance, the Senate bill would cut public education funding by only $4 billion, which

is half of the cuts in HB 1, DeLuna Castro noted.

Moreover, “there are small things here and there,” that a conference committee

consisting of members of the two houses will have to work out before there is a budget

bill for the entire Legislature to vote on, DeLuna Castro said.

Another factor that could change the budget bill before the entire Legislature votes on it

is a report a Senate subcommittee that Sen. Robert Duncan chairs, is expected to

release soon.

Two weeks ago when the Subcommittee on Fiscal Matters that the Lubbock Republican

chairs was formed, the mission he and the six other members of the panel were given

was clear: Identify an additional $5 billion of non-tax revenue to offset a budget shortfall

that could be as high as $27 billion.

Duncan said before the House debated and voted on its budget bill that his

subcommittee could make its findings public later this week.

In all, Senate Finance Committee chairman Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, said the House

budget bill could take two weeks to get to the upper chamber because as of Monday his

15-member panel did not have the votes to approve it.

The House bills calls for deep cuts, especially in public education and social programs,

so severe that even two House Republicans in the GOP-controlled lower chamber

voted against it.

Another factor that might change the total in the budget bill before the Legislature

adjourns in eight weeks is another revenue estimate that the lawmakers expect from

State Comptroller Susan Combs in early May.

However, Heflin said the lawmakers should not raise their hopes too high because last

month Combs said there was an additional $300 million coming from increasing sales

tax receipts.

“Even if she comes up with another $300 it won’t be enough to make a huge difference

in a budget of this size,” Heflin said.

And then there is tapping the state reserve fund — better known as the Rainy Day Fund

— again.
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Although on Sunday House members voted not to use it again — like they did last

Thursday to cover a gap of nearly $4 billion for the current fiscal year ending on Aug. 31

— veteran lawmakers such as John Smithee, R-Amarillo, don’t rule out using some of it

for the 2012-13 budget before the session ends.

But others such as Rep. Warren Chisum, R-Pampa, said there is no point in tapping the

$8.2 billion fund again because Gov. Rick Perry has already said he would not sign a

budget bill that includes Rainy Day Fund money.

Nonetheless, Price and others said if the proponents of tapping the fund again make a

compelling argument, they would be willing to listen.

“My preference is not to use the fund for future expenses,” Price said.

“But I am not going to ignore anybody’s suggestions. My constituents feel very strong

on both sides of the spectrum and if this becomes a big issue I am going to listen to

both sides very carefully.”

 

To comment on this story:

enrique.rangel@morris.com l 512-673-7553

terry.greenberg@lubbockonline.com

l 766-8700

Obama Urges
Refinancing
If you owe under $729k

you probably qualify for

Obama's Refi Programs.

SeeRefinanceRates

Ford® Warriors in
Pink®
Large Selection of Unique

Items - Everything You Buy

Helps the Fight!

FordCares.com

Baseball Cards Online
200,000 items in stock

Boxes, Packs, Commons,

Stars and Rookies

baseballcardzone.com

Ads by Yahoo!

at Overton hotel

Funeral arrangements set for Ja

Batch: Life sometimes works ou

Cigarette blamed for sparking re

Motorcyclist critically injured in c

Man's journey on wagon through
for pleasure

Most Commented

What is hell? Book stirs afterlife
scrutiny of Christians nationwide

Our View: Ex-lawmakers ought t
lobbying peers

Water conservation district to dr
rules on water use

Medicare to pay for $93,000 pro
gives dying men four more mont

Story Comments: LISD retiree b
dethroning a tyrant

Story Comments: Congress' lack
Texas' economic miracle tarnish

Quick Opinion

Story Comments: Tech's adminis
Congress' economy actions

Story Comments: U.S. in Libya a
| Comments: 20

Cigarette blamed for sparking re
Comments: 18

Nissan all-electric vehicle may e
a charge from different car

Man convicted of killing refugee,
Texas Tech grad, set to die by n
| Comments: 18

Letter: State gun might be OK, a
not | Comments: 15

Studies: Keeping toddlers rear-f
much safer

Lubbock teachers rally against b
14

Highest Rated

Expert advice helps with sustain

Power to Heal: Religion, spiritua

Budget bill still a work in progress | Lubbock Online | Lubbock Avalanc... http://lubbockonline.com/texas/2011-04-05/budget-bill-still-work-progress

3 of 5 4/5/2011 1:09 PM



Site  Web Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

Avalanche-Journal Multimedia Our Websites Our Products

 eager to rebound after

more

Budget bill still a work in progress | Lubbock Online | Lubbock Avalanc... http://lubbockonline.com/texas/2011-04-05/budget-bill-still-work-progress

4 of 5 4/5/2011 1:09 PM



Lubbock Avalanche-Journal ©2011. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Service and Privacy Policy

News

Sports

Money

Life

Opinion

A-J Pedia

Facebook

Twitter

Spotted

Archive

Video / Slideshows

Red Raiders

Lone Star Varsity

skirt! Lubbock

Lubbock Magazine

Make Kids Count

Frenship Today

Classifieds

Homes

Rentals

Autos

A-J's List

Find Lubbock jobs

Budget bill still a work in progress | Lubbock Online | Lubbock Avalanc... http://lubbockonline.com/texas/2011-04-05/budget-bill-still-work-progress

5 of 5 4/5/2011 1:09 PM


