
Not Logged In Login / Sign-up

NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE TRAVEL BLOGS JOBS HOMES CARS CLASSIFIEDS  Facebook  Twitter

Share
Del.icio.us Digg
Twitter
Facebook StumbleUpon

Email

Search advanced search | archives

Leaders want agencies to find more ways to trim
By PEGGY FIKAC
AUSTIN BUREAU
May 28, 2010, 9:26PM

AUSTIN — Less than two weeks after ordering $1.2 billion in
spending cuts this year, state leaders on Friday told government
agencies to go back and find an additional 10 percent in spending
that can be trimmed in the upcoming two-year budget cycle.

“As we move into the upcoming budget cycle, state leadership will
continue to identify ways to trim spending, just as families and
businesses across the state have done, in order to balance our
budget,” Gov. Rick Perry said in the announcement he released
with Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and House Speaker Joe Straus.
Their direction affects budget requests agencies file in August.

The three GOP leaders earlier had asked agencies to identify 5
percent in general-revenue savings from the current budget, with
exceptions, because of a budget gap that could be as large as $18
billion through the next two-year fiscal cycle.

The entire 5 percent would have been worth an estimated $1.7 billion, but leaders ended up approving $1.2 billion
in cuts after granting additional exemptions for such things as prison programs.

Friday's order includes exceptions for such things as the Foundation School Program and benefits and eligibility
for Medicaid entitlement programs and the Children's Health Insurance Program.

Perry spokeswoman Allison Castle did not have an estimate of how much the 10 percent in savings would be
worth. Senior budget analyst Eva DeLuna Castro of the Center for Public Policy Priorities, which advocates for
programs for lower-income Texans, said the 10 percent could represent at least $3.3 billion.

‘Intelligent decision'
In the first round, leaders approved cuts in areas such as Medicaid reimbursement rates for health-care
providers, which doctors and advocates for lower-income Texans say would discourage providers from taking
new Medicaid patients.

Former House Appropriations Committee chairman Talmadge Heflin, now with the limited-government group
Texas Public Policy Foundation, said it makes sense for leaders to ask agencies to identify potential savings.

“It doesn't necessarily mean they're going to call on them to make the cuts once they see what the effects may
be,” Heflin said. “This will allow them to make an intelligent decision after they can see what services might be
affected.”

State Rep. Garnet Coleman, a Houston Democrat who has championed services for the disadvantaged, said
identifying savings is not a problem but “cutting into the bone” to implement reductions would be “irresponsible.”

Federal relief?
Noting that the current budget includes billions in federal stimulus money, Coleman said the state should press the
federal government for more relief to save critical programs.

“Texas should be pushing the Congress and the Senate to include federal fiscal relief for education, for Medicaid
and CHIP (Children's Health Insurance Program) — federal fiscal relief for those things that are important, like
transportation — instead of having the governor every day say to the Congress and the president that they're
socialists and he wants to secede,” Coleman said.

Perry in slamming Washington has suggested Texas has the right to secede, although he has not advocated the
move.
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JimC wrote:
I hope this means that Guv'nur Good Hair will move out of the $10K/month luxury home that
taxpayers are providing him and into a trailer on the Capitol grounds.
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Roglda wrote:
just think how much money the state would save if they stopped supporting illegals with WIC,
Food stamps. free hospitalization and yes they do qualify , because their anchor kids get social
security numbers

 
Chron.com Web Search by YAHOO!

BP adds 'junk' to mud in attempt to plug leak
Man accused of stealing astronaut Ride's flight
suit
Houston foot doctor gets 3 years in prison for
fraud
Hundreds attend N.Y. wake to mourn former
Astro Lima
Guard accused of sexually assaulting
immigration detainees

Houston talk show host says mosque should be
blown up(1120)
Paul opposes citizenship for babies of
illegals(307)
Security guard charged with murder in SE
Houston(179)
BP: 48 hours before clear if mud stops oil
leak(158)
Drilling limits raise fears for jobs, prices(146)

Managers at Houston firm indicted in federal
immigration case
Strong storms hit region this morning; more rain
possible

1 killed, 2 injured in southwest Houston shooting
Six men begin 520-day Mars mission without
leaving Earth

1 killed, 2 injured in collision in NE Harris County
Evidence in open murder case destroyed by
Sheriff's Office
Thompson, former Chronicle business editor,
dies at 90

NOW
o

 6  Comments 1  Recommend 

Yahoo! Buzz

Texas agencies told to trim 10% more in spending | Houston & Texas News | Chron.com - Houst... http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/7027502.html

1 of 3 6/3/2010 10:40 AM


