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In this interview she responds to questions about the issue of supply and demand in terms of charter schools.
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I think open-enrollment and the resulting lottery system is good policy because it gives each applicant an equal chance
for admission.

5) What are some of the challenges that charter schools face?

Charters schools were created with idea that they would have less regulation and lots of room to innovate, and hopefully
these come up with innovative strategies to help students whose needs are not being met in a traditional public school.
Since the original charter school legislation in 1995, new regulations have been tacked on almost every legislative
session. Other challenges include a lack of public awareness about charters, the legislative cap limiting more charter
schools from opening, barriers to replication and expansion, and less funding than traditional public schools.

6) Are charter schools required to administer the TAKS test (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills)?

Yes. Charter schools are public schools. They must administer the same tests as traditional public schools, such as the
TAKS test.

7) What are some of the recommendations that you have suggested to Texas legislators regarding charter schools?

We recommend that the Texas Legislature eliminate the cap on open-enrollment charter schools, reduce unnecessary
regulations on charter schools, and remove barriers to the replication and expansion of successful charter schools.

8) What important question have | neglected to ask?

In Texas, 81 percent of students that attend a charter school are minorities, and 60 percent are low-income.
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