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Editorials

Tuition Costs Symptom Of Problem Systemwide
Tuition increases for higher education are hitting families hard, the
Texas Public Policy Foundation’s Brooke Leslie Rollins says, but
the math is simple: fewer free-market principles in place plus
increasing bureaucracy equals unsustainable increases in college
costs.

“Just as another class of Texans graduated from college, the
Texas Public Policy Foundation and Gov. Rick Perry gathered Regents from the state’s major university systems
on May 21 to discuss how to take Texas higher education to the next level,” Ms. Rollins said. “One of the
foremost challenges facing higher education is increasing costs. Colleges and universities claim that reduced
state funding has forced them to increase tuition, but appropriations per student at Texas’s four-year colleges
and universities have remained steady in inflation adjusted dollars.”

Rising tuition is merely a symptom of a larger problem, she contends: the unsustainable growth in higher
education cost.

“Unfortunately, there is little incentive for public
universities to operate efficiently or respond to what
their customers — the students and their parents —
actually demand,” Ms. Rollins says. “Increasing state
appropriations actually perpetuates the unsustainable
growth in spending by public universities.”

But the universities themselves seek to blame tuition
de-regulation.

“Many in the higher education establishment have
turned in Oscar-worthy performances playing the role
of martyrs, and casting blame on Texas policymakers
for deregulating tuition in 2003,” Ms, Rollins says.
“This clever act aims to convince legislators to further
the status quo and provide even more state aid.”

The Foundation’s May summit sought real solutions.

“One of the first recommendations from the summit was for universities to adopt results-based learning contracts
to help students measure the quality of their experience,” Ms. Rollins notes. “Research shows that students are
excellent judges of learning, especially when deliverables for a course are clearly stated. Contracts between
students, deans, and teachers should disclose graduation rates and job placement for similar students, average
class size, teaching evaluations for faculty, and the skills or lessons the class is designed to convey.”

Universities should also re-focus their efforts on delivering education.

“Another recommendation was assuring students that tenured professors can — and do — actually teach,” Ms.
Rollins says. “Before offering professor tenure, universities must revisit their primary mission of educating our
children and require professors applying for tenure to demonstrate an ability to teach. Unfortunately,
demonstrated teaching ability is currently not a prerequisite for a lifetime teaching job at most universities.”

Other free-market principles could help, as well.
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... and make straight paths
for your feet, so that what is
lame may not be dislocated,
but rather be healed. —
Hebrews 12:13
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