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But in session after session, Smithee's windstorm insurance bills were derailed.
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This year, his House Bill 2960, which Perry, Dewhurst and House Speaker Tom
Craddick strongly supported, looked like it was going to pass easily. However, in
the last day of the session, Sen. Mike Jackson, R-La Porte, in the
Houston-Galveston area, killed it with the threat of a filibuster - a process in which a
senator talks non-stop until the clock runs out.

Jackson, who along with Smithee and other windstorm insurance experts
participated in a recent forum in Austin sponsored by the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, a think tank, said he killed HB 2960 because it was unfair to Gulf Coast
homeowners. However, if both lawmakers can work out those disagreements, he
will work with Smithee to see that there is windstorm legislation next time, Jackson
promised.

That remains to be seen because Smithee and other windstorm insurance experts
said at the panel and at an Insurance Committee hearing during the session that
the disagreement boils down to homeowners on the coast wanting to be subsidized
by insurance policyholders in the state. Since they live in high-risk areas, coast
residents should pay more for their coverage, the experts said.

"A lot of people in the coast have become addicted to low-cost insurance," Smithee
said. "They basically want subsidized insurance.”

State appointments made

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst has appointed Sen. Robert Duncan, R-Lubbock, to the
Medicaid Reform Legislative Oversight Committee, an important committee that
manages substantial responsibility over Medicaid reform.

And Gov. Rick Perry appointed Randall County Sheriff Joel Richardson to the
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education, which
ensures that Texans are served by highly trained and ethical law enforcement and
corrections personnel.

ENRIQUE RANGEL writes for The A-J Austin Bureau. For comment, write to
enrique.rangel@morris.com or P.O. Box 12457, Austin, TX 78711-2457.
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