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New Approach
To Water
Problems;
Desalination
Has Potential
To Alleviate
Future Battles

AUSTIN, .Texas — Water
fights are not new to Texas;
since before the Lone Star
State joined the Union, water
rights have been bartered, liti-
gated, fought over, bought and
sold for years, and are as con-
tentious today as they have
ever been. But a new study
from the Texas Public Policy
Foundation finds an emerging
technology might alleviate
those fights in the future.

The study, “Hold The Salt:
The Promise Of Desalination
For Texas,” was written by
James Smith, Ph.D., a profes-
sor in the Department of Con-
struction Science at Texas
A&M University.

This report succinctly ex-
plores the opportunities and
costs of desalination. Smith
notes that if the technology is

to be used to the greatest ex-
tent possible, it will have to hap-
pen as a result of public water
works allowing the private sec-
tor to have an enhanced role in
the design, construction, opera-
tions and maintenance, and fi-
nancing of desalination facili-
ties.

“Declining water resources,
coupled with inexorable popu-
lation growth, demand that the
state find alternative solutions
for its future water supply
needs,” writes Dr. Smith. “De-
salination is an option with a long
history around the world and it
deserves a good look as an op-
tion for the future in Texas.”

Smith notes three desalina-
tion projects are currently un-
dergoing a feasibility study in
Texas — Corpus Christi,
Freeport and Brownsville. But
desalination is not just for sea-
water, Smith notes. It can also
be used to make brackish wa-
ter found in more arid regions
useful for consumption.

Around the world, some
800 million gallons per day of
water is made available through
desalination.

“Hold the Salt” and other
studies focused on natural re-
sources policy, are available on-
line at www.TexasPolicy.com.






