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ABOUT THE EDITOR 
Chris Patterson is the director of research for the Texas Public Policy Foundation. She 
is primarily responsible for planning and coordinating the Foundation's research, as well as 
scholar recruitment. Mrs. Patterson has published numerous studies, research reports and 
commentaries. Her most recent report, “Follow the Money” was the first in the 
Foundation’s school finance series. 

She is also considered one of the state's leading education experts and serves as a resource 
for parents, educators and policy leaders.  She is an accomplished speaker and regular guest 
on talk radio programs around the state. 

Mrs. Patterson and her husband have two college-age sons, and live in San Antonio, Texas. 

ABOUT THE TEXAS PUBLIC POLICY FOUNDATION 
The Texas Public Policy Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit, non-partisan research 
institution guided by the core principles of limited government, free enterprise, private 
property rights and individual responsibility. 

The Foundation's mission is to improve Texas government by generating academically 
sound research and data on state issues, and by recommending the findings to opinion 
leaders, policymakers, the media and general public. The work of the Foundation is 
conducted by academics across Texas and the nation, and is funded by hundreds of 
individuals, foundations and corporations. 

ABOUT THE MILTON AND ROSE D. FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION 
The Milton and Rose D. Friedman Foundation is a non-profit organization established in 
1996. The origin of the Foundation lies in the Friedman’s long-standing concern about the 
serious deficiencies in America’s elementary and secondary schools. The best way to 
improve the quality of education, they believe, is to enable all parents to have a truly free 
choice of the schools their children attend. 

The Friedman Foundation works to build upon this vision and clarify its meaning to the 
public by conducting and disseminating research designed to improve the public debate and 
amplify the call for true educational reform through school choice. 

SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION 
The views expressed by the authors of this collection do not necessarily reflect the views, 
ideas or philosophy of the Texas Public Policy Foundation or the Milton and Rose D. 
Friedman Foundation, their respective Boards of Directors or staff. This diverse 
collection is intended to provide a framework for understanding the issue of school 
choice and the variety of ideas and options available to decision makers. 











































































































































































































We need your help!

The Texas Public Policy Foundation is a non-profit, non-partisan research institute 

guided by the principles of limited government, free enterprise, private property rights 

and individual responsibility. We seek to improve Texas government by producing 

academically sound research on important issues offered to policymakers, opinion

leaders, the media and general public.


We do not take government funding or sell research outcomes, so we completely rely on 
the generous contributions of individuals, foundations and civic-minded corporations. 

If you believe studies like this are important for Texas, won’t you consider a

financial gift to support the Foundation and our mission?


Give generously today by visiting us online at 

www.TexasPolicy.com, 


or calling toll-free, (800) 694-8773. 


And after supporting the Foundation with your  financial gift, please pass this

publication on to a friend and introduce them to our work! 


Thank you for your generous support! 

Log On to Learn More!

All of the Foundation’s research and reports on education finance reform 

are available online at 
www.TexasPolicy.com. 

When there, be sure to sign up for the Texas Public Policy News. 
This free e-publication is issued every other Wednesday and includes 

information about upcoming events and publications. 
Don’t miss a single issue! 



www.TexasPolicy.com 




