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Rarely do the words of a polmcxan
offer solace, let alone’ encoumge-
ment, to beleaguered taxpayers. But
Texas’ governor did just that at ‘his

.year-end press conference..

Across the nation, govetnor after
governor has caved to the shrill calls
.of big-government apologlsts by pro-
posing tax hike after tax hike to shore

up- deficits brought .on: by years of -

over-the-top spending. Fiscal respon-

sibility is singularly unpopular inall

_t00 many state capitols, even when
demanded by those who pay the bills:
. Alabama’s governor tried to tie a

massxve tax increase fo heavenly re-.

wards. Alabamans suggested he go

‘back to Sunday school. California’s

Gray Davis implemented so many tax

hikes and spending boondoggles that-

a voter bacldash removed him from .

tem that has yetto demonstrate it can--
wisely: or appropnately spend the '

office.

But Texas overcame a $10 billion,
‘two-year budget shortfall — modest, -
compared t0~ other ‘states, such as”

‘California’s $35 billion one-yeap
problem — without a tax increase.
But it wasn’t by accident. It was a

series of conscious decisions to pro- ‘
 or beyond —$10; 600 1 per child per:
year is spent on public educauon in*

“mote the health of Texas’ economy
over the bloat 6f big-government..

That no cxty, state or nation has -

- ever taxed its way into prospenty is
\ without question, Oneé trips over the
" mounds of evidence; a thousand
' people a day moved from high tax
states to low tax states in the:1990s.

High taxes reduce employment op--
portunmes and stifle entrepreneunal
- Governor-Rick: Perry told - reporters

endeavors’
Undeterred by reality, advocates for
increasingly intrusive government
have set their sights on the spring of
" 2004 as.an opportunity to bring more
_-mioney into the state coffers. . -,
Texas’ system of school finance

ears as unwieldy and inequitable —

foltaxpayers and students. Any -

has been under atfack for several.

stndes made 1n reforming Texas

- schools have"bebn‘dWarﬁed by out-
rage over the “Robin Hood” scheme’

that unjustly rcdxstnbutesélocal prop-

erty taxes around the state) Sky-rock--

eting tax bills, legal challenges and

political  denouncements have.
broughtus totheeve of a special ses-

sion to address the way Texas furids
education.. And what is bemg

- funded in the first place

In the coming manths Texans wxll

‘be subjected to: words like “qd-
' re- " should sell the Alamo before destroy-
“ing-our economy with an income tax. .’
- But does the state’s ‘tax system-
,need to be reformed? Very likely, but.

equacy”™ in describing ways to *
form” the state’s system of school
finance. After all, whocan be agamst
glvmg every child an adequate’ edu-"
cation? B¢’ wary: “adequacy” and..

" similar buzzwords are very often

double-speak 1 used by those looking
to increase funding for a bloated sys-.

‘money it is already being given.-

TUTexas™ voters were polied this sum-, -

mer and almost 60 percent said pubs *

' lic school bureaucrats waste, money -

When combmmg local, state and fed-
eral monies, somewhere cIose ‘tQ‘ -

Texas, far exceeding | the cost of -
nearly any private school Sadly,.

- though, baxely half of those dollars .

reach the: classroom Money: thrown
at educational problens rarely solves .
them, and very often makes th m
Worse.: :
/At hxs recent press conference,

that when a special ‘ses;ion is call
legislators must orgamze a new 5.
tem of school ﬁnance w1thout.
creasing the tax bu:den on: Texans

Perhaps the method of ‘taxation- wxll‘

change he said, but the tax burden

must be fixed, ot pl‘OPPCd up..

e

That’s a head—on assault agamst thc

creative’ baxt-and-sthch proposals
under’ conmderauon ‘in ‘Austin;. Most
would give property owners a massive

reductionin ad valorum taxes — only.

1o Ievy an even greater burden on them

- through'various taxes on | busmess ac-

‘;tmty and personal income.

'good reason: states with income taxes

-all have higher total tax burdens than

: The governor explicitly mlcd out
“an income tax as an option. And with -

'The standard is set Gov Perry riles ont personal mcome tax ‘

Texas, and less economic growth As .

one econoinist likes to sdy, Texans

it must be done in ways that enhance
zTexas economic advantages We
tmust remember that our current tax

system ‘has been an integral part of

“what has given our state one ofthe
most robust economies in the nation
— tinkering wnh 1t is done only at
sma' peril: .

. Does the system of educatwn need

to be ﬁxed” Without a- doubt. The ,

‘legislature must ensure education

" dollars are spent on educatxon Kids -
hould Teceive an excellent — Dot -

sunply adequate — ‘education. But
that excellence is bought not with a

‘blank check, but with greater levels -
of acCountabxhty, efficiency, effec: -

uveness and even — as u_: the mar
ketplace -competmon S

By clearly drawing a line i m the
: sand. against the advocates of govern-
ment bloat, Govemor Perry has mded :

w1th taxpayers.— =3 -

nomically sound pohcxes beneﬁt ev:

 eryone, especially our chxldten Now

rxt is up to the_leglslature to do it.

(Mzch}el Qumn Sulhvan is vice '
will not-go up. The spending system president of the Texas Public Policy -
. Folundation, a non-partisan reseW

m.s*tltuttom)

‘Finally one pohtxcxan gets m ecp-'




