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Murder and Rape: the Le gacy of Our Schools?
+ Parents and Children Need Safe Chorces Not More Promises

by Michael Quinn Sullivan
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from the Texas Capitol. Tha peakably hormible.:

What's worse? She wasrapedmlhe bathroom of her -

public high school. :
Simply anisolated incident? [ wish that were true.:
Just a few months ago, at the same schoot, another girt

was murdered by her ex-boyfriend. ln the school. Dur-+

ing the school day.

Cmﬂddmbemdcnuuolawdwjusmschool?g.
Absolutely not. Many of our public schools are dan--
gerous places; war zones with mascots. While hard to ;
ignore 8 murder or a rape, a great many assaults get :
chalked up simply as “dasclplmc problems, rather than :

criminal acts.
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both our taxes and the privaie school tition.

“For a great many children and their parents, there
is no choice. The child can atiend the dangerous school
_down the street, or.... The child can attend the danger-
“ous school down the street. There is a third option, of
.course: the child can drop out.

Even in the safest of schools, there are children
who are not safe. When a child fears for her safety,
she will not learn. When a child soes a.friend mur-
dered or raped on campu:.hl ability to focus on aca-
detmcs is diminished.

How many/econdmically disadvantaged parents
: would choose 1o let their daughters remain in a school

Bul even according to the Texas Education Kgmy 1i that hias seen two girls raped or murdered on campus
website, some 100,645 incidents of school viglence. i in less than 12 months? Not many.

occurred in 2002. Those incidents ranige from™crimi-
nal mischief” and “public lewdncss" 10 assaults on stu-
dents and teachers, -

m’l‘hete mleasl 100 000 vrcum.s whosc Ilvcs havc

. thehalls,wuhedtheywillbenext?ﬂow mthalfcnr- =

impacting their studies? Their future?

" The federal No Child Left Behind Act requires
states to let childrea escape from schools labeled as
“persisiently dangerous.” But that is not good enough.
The Austin school where the girl was recently raped is
4 “safe” school based on the guidelines, despite com-
munity agreement it is unsafe.

" Al least two familjes in Austin know the school is
tetrifyingly unsafe. ‘

The laws of Texus consign a great many children
toa life of fear, with no hope of escape. The state forces

children in bad neighborhoods to stick with schools

that under-perform academically while failing to pro-
tect them physically.

_ For far too many disadvantaged parents, the issue
is not whether their child is getting a good education
al the public school. They wonder if their child will
survive the school day utharmed. How many more
must die before children are aliowed to escape?

When I read of these horrors, the decision my wife
and 1 made 10 put our daughters in a private school is
\painfully reaffirmed. But we have a choice; while not

Mnhmunbegwenwmundchowu Real
chniees But dona’t expeci the public school bureau-
. cracy‘and the teacher unionsto allow it without a fight.
Nomauerhowdangmmclchool academic choice
TWHran‘option they wilkconfider,” — =

School choice cuwupmmhavc lheopuonto
their needs, aca-

‘put their childrenina nhnol
demically and physicail enables parents
not only to demand cty. but empowers them -
through the threat of lost revenues - 10 voie with their
feet when the school doesn'|change.

- "“This is the point whea the apologists for public
schools will argue we need “good kids” and “good
- families” in these dangerous schools 30 the culture can

* beimproved. ’lheywnlluywecmot‘fkt”thengood

kids abandon the schools.. -

Sorry, but the life of my child is more valuable
than a social experiment. No'child should be left in
failing, dangerous schools l.o appcuc anyone's social
conscience.

l-lowmanymmchﬂdm:mbehlrmod?l{ow
many more kids, atiending school in sight of the Texas
Capilol dome, must be assaulted, terrorized and ha-
rassed? How many more families will have to suffer
uatil lawmakers given Texans keue school choice?
(Michael Quinn Sullivan is the viee president of the
Téxas Public Policy Foundatien, 8 nen-proft, non-
parﬂuu rcnmlc ium Hudhuhmln, TX)



