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Check with your doctor, Texans can

cure medlcal cr151s

BY COLLEEN WHALEN
FORTEXAS PUBLIC POLICY FOUNDATIO

Gettmg a second opmion is

.always a good idea, particu--

larly when you have a serious

" are suffering from a Sericus
‘1ack of medical care. The Amer-.

jcan Medical Association says
" the physician shortage has’

. reached crisis proportions in
.‘Texas and lives are in peril.
We have very similar prob-
lems in New York State, where -
Iam both a practicing nurse and
medical defense attorney But in
Texas, you have the opportunity
to solve this problem.
The Texas Legislature recent-
\l:a passed comprehensive
ref

orms aimed at helping alle-

te this medical crisis, It has

" been left to voters, however. to
decide the fate of a constitu-
-tional amendment that will go

i

a long way in helpmg your

tors. Texas trial lawyers, how-
ever, are urgmg ’Dexans to vote
agamst it. 5

\Mmsrlght”IsPropositioan". "sho tage is caused by the hig]

good medicine for Texas? I urge™
you to ask your dogtor for an
opinion.

Your doctor w111 tell you
Texas has one of the most
severe doctor shortages in the
nation, Thirty years ago, the
state eénjoyed the same coverage
of medical care as the rest of
the nation. But by 2002, there .
were only 64 general practi-
tioners to care for every 100,000 '
Texans. In most other states,
there are 120 to 135 doctors for
every 100,000 people, Only Mis-
souri and Oklahoma have few-
er doctors for their citizens.

Texas’ doctor shortage is.

onlygettmgworseasagmwing'-‘

_medlcal Iiabllit'y insurance,
~ Déspite dire predictions by tri-

al’ lawyers, medical care has

not deteriorated in states with

caps; the number of medical -

complications and death rates
remain unchanged. Bestof all,.

states with capsarehometo12 ~
percent more doctors than A

states without caps.

Caps are undeniably effec:
tive. But Texas trial lawyers
are urging voters to say “no” to
Proposition 12, They say caps
will undermine patient rights
to secure just comipensation
for injuries.

This claim was soundly refut-

“ed by Texas Senator Bill Ratliff
in a commentary published.
throughout the state, Caps'do

not limit the amount of lost

wages, past and future, patients
and their families can recover.

Nor do caps limit how much-

state attractand keep good doc- . | | Guest commentary

'number of Texas doctors are

retiring or movmg away,
 Your doctor will tell you the

‘cost of medical lawsuits and lia-
bility insurance. Doctors in

~Texas pay more for insurance

than in most other states, and
the cost has doubled over the
past three years. In that same
time, the likelihood a doctor
wiil be sued has doubled. .-

. Today, ahmost half of all doc-
tors in Texas have malprac-
tice claims filed against them,
although nine of 10 claims are
dismissed as unfounded.

While the cost of liability

. insuranece is driving many doc-
_tors out of business, it’s not

the only reason for the doctor
shortage. Many doctors are
su'nply Ieavmg the profession -

“one.can’ recotier. for. past. or.
future medicaL expenses, As

because they cai no longer
aﬂbrdt:opracﬂnemodmedictne.

- Many docfors v worry ‘the qual
ity of their care is damaged

. by extra, unnecessary tests
. and medications prescribed to

avoid potential malpractice
claims.

Your doctor will tell you firiv-

" olous lawsuits will stop—and’
- thehigh cost of liability insur-
: anoe will fall — if there is a im-

" iton the amount of money that

. can be awarded to patients and

their families for “pain and
suffering,” the non-economic

- damages that are crippling
: ’I‘exas medicine,

__A recent report by the US.
Department of Health and
Human Services says the 24
states with caps on non-eco-
nomic damages have decreased
the number of frivolous law-
suits and lowered the price of

“noted by Sen, Ratliff, a cagon.

“non-economic damages does:

not lessen any Texans’ right .

fo just compensatlon for;

iinjuries

: medical crisis? Ask your doc-

tor.’And when you do, ask’
where she or he will be prac-
ticing medicine if- Texans don't’
vote to approve Proposition 12 :

on Sept. 13th..

- Proposition 12 is’ good medi '

cine for Texas. - -
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