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Distinguished Legislators, Fellow Panelists, and Guests,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the question of whether Texas lawmakers
should increase opportunities for parents to choose their child’s school as part of an overall
strategy for educational improvement. [ am an Assistant Professor of Public Policy at
Georgetown University and a veteran school choice researcher. As a policy analyst, my job is
to speak truth to power, so that the decisions of public officials are well informed. That role is
especially important in the case of school choice, where so many interested organizations spread
so much disinformation.

I have spent the better part of the past four years evaluating the effects of programs such
as the Washington Scholarship Fund’s voucher-like scholarship program on the well being of
program participants.' I also have examined much of the broader research that has been
conducted on the effects of school vouchers and charter schools on students, parents, and public
schools. For the remainder of my talk, I will summarize what I have learned regarding whether
students benefit from switching from an assigned public school to a school of their parent’s
choosing and whether public schools and the students left behind in them are harmed by such
transfers. I will speak primarily about the effects of school vouchers, because I have been most
involved in evaluating that school choice mechanism, and secondarily about charter schooling.

What does the academic research tell us about school vouchers? First, school vouchers
increase parental satisfaction with their child’s school. This result has been confirmed by
dozens of studies, including University of Wisconsin Professor John Witte’s evaluation of the
Milwaukee voucher program that is often cited by voucher opponents.” In the second year of
our evaluation of the WSF program, we found that 81% of the parents who used a scholarship to
switch their child to a private school gave their child’s new school a grade of A or B, compared
with just 60% of a randomly assigned control group whose children remained in public school.
None of the voucher parents gave their child’s school a grade of D or F, compared to 11% of the
control group parents.

Second, the research evidence is compelling that school choice increases the educational
attainment of program participants. The effects are confirmed by dozens of reputable academic
=&t studies and are especially strong for minority and low-income students who transfer to Catholic
schools. Derek Neal of the University of Chicago has determined that inner-city minority
students are 245% more likely to obtain a college degree if they attend a Catholic high school,
compared with similar students who attend a public high school."
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