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Texans overwhelmingly op-

1ax increases, that much
is clear. Poll after poll, includ-
ing the most important cne on
Election Day, 2002, demon-
strate that we, as a people,
generally understand ﬂl::‘.) eco-
nomic importance of setting
taxes low,

But to keep more of our
mone l;lheach of us has a re-
sponsibility to stop asking our
Jegislators to spend it. \'Fe al-
ready have one of the most fis-
cally efficient state govern-
ments in the nation.
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govemar.zecently.
addressed the state, he clearly
and eloquently dgrew a line in
the sand on tax in¢reases. The
peo?le of our state "don't want,

- don't need and don't deserve .

new taxes,” he said..
Governor Perry also makes

it abundantly -clear that the .

stale's government must econ-

omize, and evern downsize in’
tough times: "Texans elected.

us to set p;iorities. not to raise
the gnce of government,”

s citizens, though, we
must recognize that Texas' fun-
damental budget problem is not

with legislators,. but over-
selves. The state's budget ex-

ceeds $100 billion. Contrary to
popular belief, ‘that cost is not
driven by a handful of Fet pro-
jects promoted by a few en-
trenched specigl-interests get-
ting Lefgislaﬁon passed in the
dead of night.

. There is no budgetry boo-
. gie-man. The problem isn't

them, it's us, It's the letters,
phone calls and. gas-station
chats with constituents that set

spending priorities for legisla-

tors, not dinners in Austin
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- next tell legislators to cut y
_taxes. '
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blem -

y. . - with corpogate. lobhyisis..,

Every project, every line

‘item, does have value, A few

tax dollars for economic devel-
opment? Of course. A little
more to pl‘tmmlt):.:= fine arts?
Why not. Ma expanded
heafth care co{reragc for all

- teachers? Repaving a road

here...New computers for a

- gchool there, A few more em-

ployees in that agency...a cou-
ple more vehicles for this one.

Regardless of one's perspec-
tive, every line of spending in
the state's budget—from eco-
nomically justified and morally
important to politically
frivolous and hopelessly waste.
ful—shares one important
characteristic with every other:
it adds up w a bill that must be
presented to the taxpayer.

Fundamentally, the tax is-
sue is not about taxes, it's
about spending, so we can't
have it both ways. We cannot
one mompnt ask government
to pay fof otr projects and the’




