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TATEle tors should be wel-
as heroes; they did
thewi]lofthepeopleandignored

theWI'nnﬁ!’rnot , the budget priorities
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established legislative sessionclearly
as
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ity of the political left.
Afterall,two—tlﬁrdsof’lbxansvotedfor
torial and candldates

such discredited ideas as er rates and
new taxes Whenever posslb e, voters de-

The solution, the Texas majorll:y knew,
to our budget malaise was found in con-
trolling the growth of government, not
ralsmg old taxes or implementing new

Asthebudgetbattle raged this sp
Texans remained rightly susplcious of leg-
islative commitment. A Texas Poll pub-
lished in the Houston Chronicle on March

9 found 72 of us pessimistically
femed&e%h;mwuuldmisct&xes

Theburdelﬁ bolims Tom .
Chairman Talmadge H

n,topmveourpessimismmng.
Fbrmomﬂlanayear many of the

asked how much and
whatkindﬁataxirmease'kxmswonld
taee The imy &lementahonwas A foregone

evgrwrﬁlhmilnﬂmtstateswflaﬂl
hlgherwwsan come taxes,
far worse shortfalls than ours, some news-
papers and their ideclogical friends still
clingtotheidmwithsmm&ungahnto
religious fervor.)
. But'lhxansundersbood what
mseardlhasdemonsh'atedtime
again: Qur state would survive the na- -
tional economic downturn better than most

precisely because of our low-tax, non-
income-tax status. That reputation alone

ession was a victory for will of Texas majority
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has brought businesses and jobs to Texas
in droves during the last decade.
When the people said, “limit the
of government,” they had a lea
Austin that sympatluzed, When the
said, “make ent more efficient, e
they had a Legislature to act. And
when the people said, “hold the line on
taxes,” they were presented a budget that

pll'l

. did it.

But cries of doom are echoing across -
Texas as many per editorial 5
and the left’s poht1 pund1ts have
nounced the gloomy days of smaller gov-
ernment, and are still making the pitch for
income taxes and the li

What accounts for the dlsconnect be-
tween the implementation of the will of
two-thirds of the people, and this call for
more spending and new taxes? The prob-
lem is nothing more complicated than
vastly views of the role govern-
ment should ) in our lives. We all see
the same lems: unemployment, unin-
sured children and lagging medical care,

y are those who
ent bureaucracies and public
agencies more than individuals and private
institutions. Government, they believe, can
cure social ills.

Need a job? Check with government.
Sick? Get on a program. Need help? Pass
a law. Government spending, in this view,
is the measure of a society’s compassion.
You and I simply cannot be trusted to act
morally with our money.
Conversely, two-thirds of Texans last No-
. mul)lelpﬁll 20 5
to those who really need it, for onw
as'Ih i net;eof Texans kn
e majori ow
smnlsnotmasumdbyhowmwhg

t on questmnable prograths
or the num J)eo%e receiving weliare. |
Rather, it is foun ow many people are:
liberated from the chains of dependence. -

Economic and political freedom, the ma-
jority evidently believes, have a way of
S0 a great many problems — social
and otherwise. A economy, not &
gt:iwt;ng government, brings general pros-

As a people, we voted overwhelmingly
for a new vision in state government, and
our leaders have begun to implement it.
Let the nay-sayers howl. Let the people
rejoice. And watch all Texans prosper.




