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“Texas Medicine in Critical Condition\
Report Ré"téase'd':’fqday :‘Q_u'tiines Presctiption fonHea;.I:th Care |

CAUSTIN, Texas — With some of 3

the medical profession’s most rec-
ognizable [uces in attendance, the

Texas Public Policy Foundation
today unveiled its newest rescarch’

repost, ‘;Qri;i,cal Condition;, How
Litwsuis Abuse Is Hurting Health

Cure & Whal Texans Can‘Do‘

About It.”
As the {irst US surgeon 1o suc-
cessfully perform a heart lrans-

plant und implant an artificial heart,

Dr. Denton Cooley said during the
press conférence thul he fears
tnaity physicians are staying uway
from “thé more challenging

[ields:™ He scrves us president and,

surgeon-in-chicl of the Texus

Heart Institute, and has practiced
medicine for 50 years.

1 don’t want 10 be foreed oit

of medicine becawse of the medi-

cul liability.issue,” added Cooley.

" The Foundation's report iden-

tifies luwsuil abusc as huving o

severe negative impact on the abil-
ity af doclors o praceice medi-
i L

cine undl o the care pitients aré
receiving. The report was
suthored by: TPPF's Director of

Rescarch Chris Patterson, regis-
tered nurse and medical malprag-

tice defense prtorney Colleen

et

resort to “defensive medicine™ 1o

protect themselves from “this axe
“hanging over our heads.” Dr.

Duke, & lrauma surgeon, is one
of Texas' most recogrizable dopc:

“rs, having spent much of his
carcer cducating the public on

medical issucs lor wlevision pro-
grams broadcast nationwide: He

also noted Texas is expericacing

a shortage of physicians, espe-
ciully those in specialized [ields
such us neurosurgery. “We don’t

have eaough 1 go dround.”

Even inedical lability lawsuits
. N

r

\

il i

cventually dismissed with o p‘i’ly:)
ment 1o the pluinﬂf_.l‘én".x‘lfiﬂ,‘()()t

to defend, acgording (o the gepors.
Over the last 10 years'ihe size of
*awards Irom medical Hability i

Whalen; and, Baylor ceonomist’ | hay incroaged SO0-pefeent in
“John Pisciotta. The, [ull report is
availuble 7 ©
‘www.TexasPolicy.com.
Dr. James H. “Red” Duke sald

that Texas physicians incréasingly -

Texas, while the number ol medi-
«cal linbility cuses filed in Texas is
_ doubling cvery five years. Mean-
while, husplials arc cutting buck
(it serviges w-limit theie exposure
tw fawsuits,
““The greatesl increase in
awaril§ is coming in the 1ok bl
‘on-ceoniidc dumagces, which
“art highly subjeciive;” xild Whylen,
adjunct professor of medical Jegal
issues, State; University of New.
- York. “According (o it provided
by the Texus Depariment of In--
surance, a $250,000 cup on these
awards could reduce Texus
doclor's insurance premiuins. by
b7 10 19 pereent.”
As the cost of liability insut-
ANCE ICH UP, - b PRYSICTHS.
BV T \ -~ 1l
seof otreveiying needed medi-
cal care, said D Charles Bailey,
3r., president of the Texas Medi-
cal-Association; who is also-ddaw-
ycr,‘. e Lo
. “This ixsug is nol;abous doc-
wrs oFlawygis, it is abogt people
and patients,” said Builey, “Will i
compensate me s a plaintilT fpr
my; peesonal loss - compouijd

irorh

.. these problems ok pthcts by mag-

ing uccess 1o cate snavaitable go
(thnsn.whu-nccd‘ﬁ)’! It does ot
ke seixe §F destroy other Jiges
Cim an attempt W ereste the perfect
world.”




