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Cuatrary o popular belicf, the budget problems
facing the Lone Star State were not created by the
poor cconomy or low taxes. While many in Austin are
busy hiding behind 2 sluggish stock market, the s

bitlion shortfall is the result of frec-spending lawmak-:

ers und irresponsible choices.

Put simply: the Texas government has for 0o long

spent more than it ¢ould afford. 1t's not that you are
not taxed too linde; it's that our clected feaders chaose
for spend toa much, . '

Put it appeurs common seise might be breuking
ol in Austin,

First the bad pews, Since 1978, siate sponding has
increased almost 600 Perent, Even over he Tust de-
cade, speading hus jumped T25 pervent. Thil kind of
spending cunnot last, Incomc has not increused that
much. Neither has inflation. Certainly not populution.

Spending has been, and remains, Texas' higgest bud-

et

many of our representatives and senators have
past demanstrated an inability 10 restrain themselves.
In the late 1970s, Texans approved a constitutional
amendment that was supposed to limit spending
growth, Unforunately, legistators still had lots ol
wiggle-room, und the limitations are all bul meaning-
less - us evidenced by the explosion in state spending.
Nuw the good news, Our governor und the leadership
in the Texas House campuigned on promises (o hold

the line on spending and avoid tax increases. House”

Speuker Tom Craddick and his team made good on
the promise, and Gov. Perry is standing hehind them.
Finally legislators ure systematically looking utthe bud-

~ got and asking not “how inuch mare can we spend?”

but rather, “where cun we cut?” Waste, unproven pro-
grams and duplicative services are being rooted out
and cut, '

Ahile that alonc is alot (o thunkful for, the House

could soon.consider legislation that would keep legis-

lators [rom straying off the limited government path.

{ Stte Rep. Carl Iselt of Lubbock hus'liked legislution

that weuld restrict state government spending growth
1o a pereentage of inflation and population. This fakls

————

Ways Must Be Restyicted

Zesult of Poor Choices, Not Poor Economy ',

in line with the best coonomic rescurch on such
limitations.

Internationally acclaimed ceonomisi Richard
Yedder has found that the only way (o strictly limit
government's {ree-spending habits is 10 tic its hud-
gel-writing hands with clearly defined, gencrally
aceepied and well-understood cconomic Meusures.
" Texas wouldn't be the first stue in the Union»
to adopt such a meusure; 26 states have some sorl
of spending limitation. ‘The best is found in Colo-
rado. For mure than a decade, ihe Golden Stale’s
constitution has requircd the same Kind of limita-
tions under consideration by the Texas House.

Opponents often suggest that u sirict restraint
on spending would keep the goverminent from ve-
sponding 1o cmergency uceds, and that social ser-
vices mighi be hurt. Such concerns are unfounded.
First, the legishuure is given thopily 169y
tide the spending. limitaiin
record Vole. ' - amET -

~ Sccond, the spending Bmita émﬁﬁwts the
hottom-line of the budgel. Therewait be large, even
exlensive, increases in funding for paiticular bud--
ﬁzl arcas. But ot the end of he-ddyTegislutors will
restrivied in the folal number of dollars they
can spend. They will Bedoried o prigsitize their
projects und spend our-money more wisely.

A strong, coustitutional spending limitation
[orces luwmakers 1o budget. the way businesses
and individuals do: start with the money availahie,
and then determine spending.

While Rep. Isett’s spending limitations measure
dues not ensure legistators will inake wise choices
in the dispersion of our tax dollars, it will force
thewn to think more cargfully before implementing
new programs of expubding old ones.

Holding the line un stawe spending this yeur is a
quick win for Texas luxpayers. Constitutionally lim-
iting the growih of government will be a win for
genendions 1o come.’
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