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:Legislators hear
suppeort for vouchers

Special to the
Heratd Bannar o

AUSTm#TuNf)fmgbefore
the Texas House Committee on
Pubiic Education, the Texas
Public ‘Polity ‘Foundation’s
director of education research
said Tuedday that the time for
school vouchers !s long over-
“due. :

“The great myth is that
vouchers are some kind of
experiment,” said Chris Pat-
terson. “When Texas estab-
lished the pubhc schools in
1876, it did so using a vouch-
et system. And there have
been programs operatmg in
Vermont and Mamc for the
last 150 years.”

.._-'students the opportunity to |

© attend the: schools that will "}
' best meet their needs,” she . §

 public schiools dramatically
. gvet the past two decadesg
‘ some children are sti

The public education com- .

mittee was considering legis-

lation that would create a /
voucher pilot program. il k.
Texas. The Foundation with -

‘next month releasﬂl ‘collec-
tion of new reports on school

- choive and vouchers ik cov- X
er the spectrum of %ﬁieal '

and ideological pomtlohs on
the issue.

Patterson said 10 sw.es oﬁer"'

school choice options to par-
ents and children-soitheras -

vouchers, tax credity of tax

deductions. She noted that :.
research by the RAND Cor= i

poration aad others have

shown real, long-term aca-

resulting from
sd'loa w s, espe-  §
cialfy faeipidler er-achieving and

disadvantaged students.

"opportumues possible™ by

© Vouchers will offer Texas

saié " “Texas has improved

behind. The vouch_er' '

Pattersod saigh
“can give ¢t '
hope for the best cducational

supporting school choice. -
“Youchers do not hurt pubhc
school, and have in fact been -
_shown in many cases to help

Capltol News 4

:mprove them,” she sald
“Research on the effects of
school choice in Edgewood
ISD and Milwaukee, as well
as in Florida, Arizona and
Michigan, find that public
schools definitely improve
| when they are forced to com-

- § pete for studentsand dollars.”




