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.~ Milton
Friedman -
urges adoption

By TERRENCE STUTZ ... .-
Austiu Burean
AUSTIN — One of the nation’s:
most respected economists urged .
Texas lawmakers Tuesday to -
launch a new school voucher prox .
gram that would allow low-in--.
come students to transfer to pri- «
vate schools at state expense..
Nobel laureate economist Mil~ .
ton Friedman - told the House '
Public Education Committee that -
it should approve a- Repubhcan-
backed plan to offer state-funded .

- school vouchers in 11 of the state’s.

largest school districts; mcludmg
Dallas and Fort Worth.
“The ‘quality of schools has

. been going down even thcn131'l the-
- ¢osts have been going up,” said -

Dr. Friedman, a longtime sup-.
porter of greater schogl choice, - -+
“Those who have suffered the. -
most have unquestionably bepa: :
low-income- families in ghettos

- and other low-income areas.of:

our country. Right now they have, -
no choiee, and there is no reason '
for teachers and 'administratem
to pay much attention to them, -

“We need to find a way to glve
parents some control.”

Dr. Friedman said such control -
could come through legislation
filed by Rep. Kent Grusendorf, R~
Arlington, that would create a pi-:-

lot voucher program for low-ir- ,

come students in 11 school dis~
tricts that have enrolizments of at: -

least 40,000 and a reajority. qf‘.._

students eligible for free and, ré-
duced price meals.

Under the “Education Free-
dom” program, students who
transfer to an eligible private
school would have tuition paid by -
the state. The private school
would receive about 90 percentof -
the school’s annual cost per stu-'

.dent, while the public school

would retain 10 percent. .
Those students would be tmt-
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ed annua!ly to assure a.ecount-

» _ school
- boards and the Texas PTA have -
+ united in their opposition. to

ability.

Teacher groups,

the measure, contending - it
needed
funding from :public schools.
They also point to the massive
revenue shortfall facing the
state, saying Texas cannot af-
ford a -school voucher pro-

child, not the school,” he said.
- *You get at the root of the

| problem throngh competi-
tion,” he said, noting that

where voucher programs exist
- such as Milwaikee and in

- Ohio — public school perfor-
.mance has improved,

.During a public hearing on
Mr, Grusendorf’s bill Tuesday,

 advocates voucher plan

the Public Education Commit-
tee heard from scores of wit-
nesses who alternately praised
and condemned the idea. _
“At a time when the budget
crisis has prompted legislators
to withhold textbooks and
threaten to cut education
spending by $2.8 billion, it is
reckless in the extreme to take
money -out of our neighbor-
hood . public schools to subsi-
dize private schools,” said Sa-

. mantha Smoot. of the Texas -

gTam. " Freedom Network, 3
Dr, Friedman _a.rgued that

. such opposition is based on a

* faulty premise. “The money for

- educatiory should go with the

_ But the Texas Public Policy
Foundation said the time to
try school vouchers is long |
overdue. -

“Taxas has 1mproved public

‘schools dramatically over the.
- past two, decades, but. some

children are still left behingd,”
said Chris Patterson of the
foundation. “The voucher pro-
gram proposed today offers
new hope to those children.”
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