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Survey

State lawmakers

/can’t keep no-tax promlse

By CLAY RODISON
5 Hauston Chronicle Austin Bureau

AUSTIN — Despite repeated

vows by Gov. Rick
1slat1ve].eademto a¥99
bilhonrevenue

taxes, almost fourths of
'I\axans don’t believe them, the
Scripps Howard Texas Poll indi-
cates.

Most Texans, according to the
survey, alzo doubt that the Legis-
lature will the controver-
S “’%ﬂ.‘ﬁﬁ

session sp!

: ﬁy believe that Perry should
_ as

session, if neces-

Pe:-ry and other state leaders
have held firm, at least publicly,
to campaign promises gamst
higher taxes, even in the

state employee
ected déep cuts in health edpw'l -
tmn, criminal justice and a host
of other programs.
- But 72 percent of people re-
Y spondingbothewmter'l\ems Poll
\ said they were not very confident
or not confident at all that a new
state budget could be drafted
\wlﬂlout raising taxes,

26 percent were confident
&%mmm could
. their campaign pledges, and
"2 percent didn't know.

Sixty-one dpo:reent of Texans,

meanwhile, don't believe the
- islature, before this session
on June 2, will s:fniflcantiy
change the so-called “Robin
Hood” school finance system,
forces school dis-
tricts to share tax revenue with
poorer schools.

.

' But'?ﬁpereentofthesurvey’s .

mﬁpondmts said Perry showld -
a special session on school fi-
nance if lawmakers fail to act this
Spring. : '

The House Public Education

Comnnttee acted quickly last

month to approve a bill that would

repeal the Robin Hood law on
| Zﬂtge But themeasm'ehas

ﬁebecauseﬁmncmjly
.'agheenmareplaeement.

Ifhxghertamesbecmmneees—
sary, an inerease in the state
. cigarette lax drew the strongest
- support — it was favored by 45
rcent of respondents — fol--
ﬁredbyanina'easemthesales
tax, favored by 24 percent.

A state income tax remains un-
populai'olftwasfamredlgymonbﬂ
percent of respondents, drew
slightly more support than an in-
crease in local property taxes,
_mchwasfavoredbyzpement,

In a separate gueshon, 53 per-
' dent of respon

'1f1tloweredthe1rpmperty taxes
and was used 0 gerierate reve-
nue for the public schools.

one percent liked such a

Umversnty of Texas govern-4
professor Bruce Buchanan
saldthe llresultscouldbem—
“as a signal to the
: mlatune and the governor that
OK that we confront the need mfij

taxes.”

“It's a green light from the pub-
lic, in a sense, But it remains to-
be seen whether (state) leaders
view it that way,” he added.

Therealityis

eanbalnecare of our b
lems without raising taxes” he
added.

. ability to avoid
| Eﬂ"fm“"engs"“m

crossed partisan lines,
although Democrats (79 pereent)
and independents (80 percent)
» were more doubtful than Republi-
" cans (61 percent) on the tax issue.
"~ Poll respondents, however, ex-
pressed significant partlsan dif-
ferences in support of the Robin

Hooed school system,

ents said they
would oppose an income tax, even

He said ’lhxans’ lack of confi-
deqce that a tax bili can be
eymdedreﬂectedadish'us_tofpol-
itical promises.

“Hopefully, this

Legislature will
i prove them (doubters) wrong. /|

that the Legistaturey

Doubt about the Legislature’s
{axes or re-
ce dilemma

Overall, 50 percent said they

agreed with the share-the-weaith
law, and 41 percent said they £,

posed it. But 86 percent of Demo-
crats said they supported the law,
compared with only 37 percent of
Republicans and 51 percent of in-
dependents.

Most of the state’s 1,100 school
districts receive money under the
law. But many of the wealthier
districts forced to share tax reve-
nye are in suburban areas that

~ are heavily Republican.

The telephone poll of 1,000 Tex-
ans was conducted Feb. 6-28 by
the Scripps Data Center. It has a
margin of error of plus or minus

3 percentage points.

|

ar-

Michael Quinn Sullivan, a }
Public

for the Texss
EbhcyFbmdahm;aoouServaﬁve
think tank that opposes higher

taxes, viewed the responses dif
ferently.



THE TEXAS POLL

A sampling of questions about Texans’ views on state taxes:

State lawmakers are

facing a projected $9.9
billion bu ?et shorttall. The
state constitution requires
them to balance the budget.
How confldent are you that
lawmakers will be able to
balance the state budget
without raising taxes

. somewhat”

. know/n
confident o

2% “answer

How confident are you

that the Legislature will
reform the way public
schools are financed during
this sesslon, which ends
June 27

Very/
somewhat koot
corfident answer

Q Iif Texas has to raige
taxes, which ONE of
thase would you prefer:

Cigarette taxes - 45%
Sales taxes 24

Create an incomns tax 7
P roperty taxes
Gagoline taxes

None of these
Other
Don't know/no answer

2

2
A combination of these g9

8

1

2

'0 In order to equalize
h-“# school funding In Texas,
the state requires property-

. rflch districts to send money

to property-poor districts. Do
you agree or disagree with
this agtem , which is referred
to as Robin Hood?

41%

Disagree

” Dont
know/no

Nautral 2% “answer

0

i l]awmakers don’t
reform the public school

finance system during the
regular session, do you favor
or oppose Gov. Perry calling
a spocial session for

" lawmakers to address the
Issua?

The Winter 2003 Texas
Poll was conductad Feb. 2
6-8 by the Scrlpps Data |
Center. The telephone  §
poll of a random
sampling of 1,000
adult Texans has a
margin of error of
pus or minus
three percentage
paints.
Roaponses are &
given in
percentages,
rounded to the
nearest whole
number.




