Texas Agriculture Commissioner
Susan Conmibs led the discussion on- : .
one of the hotest. topics facing the g
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state legislature. thi§ session — water.

Combs and. other water authgrities
spoke at the Texas Public Policy Foun- -

dation’s 78th Legxslature Pohcy Ori+ - Uﬂm $tates is going fo be extremely

entation.
Combs said officials. will have to try
to-reach. a balance between providing -

f stifiplies for communities.

are ficing 2 wister. shortage, a
 part of the’ United Sta&es is facing
Ame: problem

“he entire western: pamon of the

ater short. We 'do hot have. at this
quta good Watet consérvanon pollcy
lace Corﬁbs szud;- ; _

Ithough - Kendall, ‘County and

age on agenda in Austin

L wmaho 'growmg:populanons while re-

- Spectifig privats properly rights while-
+a)-the same tme, assuring long-term

Cahfomla was.recently cut off from
water due to-a dispute over the Col-
orado Rivet, Combs said.

But Combs believes there are many
options Whmh would bring water 1o
Texas: .

Water cguid be obtamed through de-

------

salinization; moumfain creek water,

Jake, wat@;"and lemsing water, Combs
- said. -

“We can do a lot of things to capture:
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water,” Combs said.
De-salinization, removing the
salt from marine water, may
provide water for areas near the
sea that are dry and need water
; for human consumption, said
Rep Bill Callegari of Harris

i County

Groundwater Conservation
Districts are useful tools com-
munities can use to control their
own destiny, Combs said.

However nine groundivater
conservation districts have been
deemed _inactive because the;

hhve. ﬁmds 16"de What
116" ‘do aUédfditig o
Céfﬂ'os’ it

In 1992 Combs ‘would ‘have
never thought she would sup-
port groundwater conservation
districts, but today she feels
they can greatly benefit a com-

munity; however, groundwater

conservation districts must be
careful to treat every person
fairly, she said.

In 2000, 52 groundwater con-

. servation districts were formed

in Texas, and in 2001, 35 more

were added. All but a few of the

districts were approved by vot-

ers, according to Callegari,

In conjunction with Senate
Bilis 1 and 2, groundwater con-
servation districts’ authority
will be surveyed in the coming
legislative session, said Rep.
Robert Puente. Puente repre-
sents a portion of Bexar County.

“I think the issues for this next
coming legislative session are
going to ‘be environmental
flows, water conservation,
groundwater district powers and
financing new water projects
Puente said.

The state’s over—reactung goal
is alm.ys.tg,m:ewp Ssupply.and
demg maed Sar 1 waser

ang, mnd»?PuETlﬁ%ﬁﬂider 1lpd

“Qver.the past fiye ,lﬂg}.sl@twe
sessions, I think you’ve seen. a
tremendous change in Texas
water law. We started for the
first time in regulating non-well
regisiration in the Edward's
Aquifer Authority. Before that. it
was essentially you own the
land, you own the water under
there. You could pull out as
much water as you want,”
Puente said.

Water conservation’ w1ll also

be looked at, Puente said.
Puente sees no reason why
residents of El Paso and San
Antonio use 150 gallons perday
per capita when cities such as
Dallas or Fort Worth use mo:e

than 200 gallons per day pek

capita.

“It simply a.matter of educa- ."\‘
3

tion and understanding- where

“conservation is. San Antonio,

for example, has year-round
water restriction measures,”
Puente said.

Government may not have fin-
ished = writing water laws,
Combs said. '

- “All economic activity fol-
lows vater,” Qemnbs said. “If
SBigidofiY haveany Watdhiyéh
dry @phr¥ou @y iip yotr etd-
nomic activity.” You dry up the
fuwure for you jobs. You dry up
the future for your children.”

Combs hopes people will
come together and help solve
water issues,

Water issues 10 or ‘15 years
down the road need to be
looked at, Puente said.”
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