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TPPF soys i wou|d hurt those: cﬂ ns

WutheGovﬂnordehveredhsStaﬁeofﬂaeSmnd&ess
lastweek.hewasnghtmtakctaxmcreasesoﬁ'thelegslanve
table, according to a spokésman for one of the state’s leading
policy think tanks. '

“Ataxmusemsolvcoureéonommmdbudgetpmblems
mhkermovmgsomeonesheutbecameﬂwyhavelawblood
pressure,” said Texas Public Policy Foutdsion’s Michael '
Quinn Sullivan. "I'thovemorclemlytol&ﬂwLeghhﬂuetha:
a tax increase won't be tolerated. Raising or expanding taxes -
onlylncmasestheﬁscalpmnfeltbythemastfmumaw%xms
Taxmmmﬁlemnstpamﬂﬂtopeq&lehvmgathfe’
economic S

'I'hemedahm smemhhaaslwwnﬁatmwmgmxes
growﬂmf ..Dnmgﬂ:e 1990&, ’“ﬁ‘m’h  pRople
daymve&iomﬁghmmhw—mmm”Tm _-
according to an analysis of U.S. Censusdatnbyeconomxst
Richard Vedder, Ph.D.. '

“Left-leaning critics of the goveor are disingenuously
arguing that the state should “modernize” the tax system and
bring it:“in line’ with today’s economy. What they are really
trying to do is to make it easier for legislators, bureaucrats and
spemaluiterestgroupstomsseveryTexanswallet,mcrease
taxesandspendmomandmorc with less accountability,” said
Sullivan.

The Foundation has long advocated greater accountability in
the state’s spending, said Sullivan. Every program and line item.
should justify both its existence and cost to'the public, he added.

“Texas is already more efficient than many other states, but
more can be done. The govemor should be congratulated for
taking the lead and pushing for zero-based budgeting. Under this
new budgeting method, Texans can make sure the first dollar of
government spending is justified, rather than hoping to find

efficiencies in the last few doilars of unjustified expenscs. This

! is a victery for open government.”

! Also in his speech, the Govemor vowed to keep the state’s
commitment to increasing academic achievement. The Founda-
tion has for many years advocated higher academic standards
across the board, andforgreateraccountahmtymTexas schools.
“We’re pleased that Gov. Perry won’t back down on the state’s
commitment to ensuring a quality education for all Texas -
schoolchildren. We cannot sacnﬁcc a child’s education for the
sake of political expediency.”

“Last November the people of Texas said in clear terms that
they wanted to keep taxes low, make government more account-
able and improve ediicational opportunities for our chitdren.

. From the tone of his recent speech, Gov. Perry is making good
on that demand. Now the Legislature must do likewise.”
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