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MI'. Estes goes tO AllStlll
¢“He is totally After two years, senator’s legislative educatlon begms
committed to : AUSTIN — In less than four hours the lleu~ “This was the fn*st :purchase Cra1g_ made,”
. o tenant governor will pound his gravel starting Franks said, filling a black mug decorated with
treating CVEIYOINE ' | another day of the 78th legislative session. . ° the state of Texas seal in silver.
th Th But at 7:25 a.m., everythlng is still quiet'at the.  The entire office is sprinkled with little pieces
€ same. ¢ : Capitol building IélMﬁtlﬂ R _ of Senate District 30. Grayson County College
- At state SenwCraig Hs ce 0F oasters are piled on the coffee table, while a Gra-
| senator finds it _ floor, the door{ls 10c%§1, and nor%? of h anlm{ I-}I:gl}fl School Christmas ornament sits on the
] yet. But they mre alréady working on; ookshe
most_rewal" dlng morning at an informati brealkfast snonsof . Within 30 minutes the staff of six is at work.
meetlng with the various associati ) e f ~The days start early and last long into the night.
. _ : Terry Franl;a, : “Yiren halsThe telephone never stops ringing. The appoint-
constituents.s9 ening 4} ; T, é;}% alendar is packed.
~—Lewis Simmons, _- Please see
district director | day. . ESTES on Page 8A
s by Gary Lawson

Sen. Cralg
Estes

makes a _
" ‘quick phone
call from the
Senate floor
just
oS LS
~before the .




L

istered sex offenders do not-have

£ to “alert -the .authorities "if they !

declde to change thoir legat name.

Sana |
d'amend a loophole reiatlng to:
registration requirements for cer-_ -
.1ain ‘sex offenders who seek to.
change their name. Currently, reg- -

Ais bil was also fi fjed in: January

W Senate’ Bill 484 .This bill, ..
filed on. Thursday; is askmg for tha -

~ removal of the compeutwo bidding’ ‘o
requirement inthe' taw: - governing -

“ the:Greater Texoma’ Utility: Authork - :,

:ty. Thisact would. take  effect’
- Immediately .if ‘it receives !
- thirds:vote by all members' in. both
. houses. " If - it doesn't receive
enoygh ~votes - for lmmediate-;-- :
actlon it will go into - effect- on- _'

n Estes gn”s to
Austi

> www.capltol state. s/ .,

ESTES contmued from Page 1A

" And this is only the begin- ¢
ning of the legislative ses.
sion.

The newcomer
HEven though Estes won
- the November election as an
incumbent in Wichita Falls,
he is considered a I'reshmen
senator in Austin. . .

-Estes first won the seat in

2001 during a special election

. for the remaining tenure of
the late state Sen. Tom Hay-
wood. However, the Texas .
Senate had already finished
for the year.

The senator then ran
against Donald Acheson in
November 2002 for the post.

Even though he has repre-
sented North Texas for
almost two vears now, he.is
expemencmg, his hrst 5e8-

. smn
o “It’s the most inter esting
and incredible experience
that 1- have ever had,” he
. said.
On the third floor with a
view of downtown Awstin,
Estes” legislative office is

olsutotrhon
: 6@‘&1‘9& g

Above, Sen, Estes speaks with a visitor in  with Sen," Gonzalo Barren"tos',- D-Austin,
his office. Below, Estes has a private chat before the session.



 packed with desks, téle-
i phones aful computers.
“We've got three people
crammed in there,” Tewis
Simmans, disirict directorn,
said, giving the 30-second
tour. -
But Estes’

aides don't

guarters. Most senators dnd
representativeés have larger
" offices in the Capitol exten-
sion, a building built mostly
underground. -

- “It’sacoupto have a fresh-
men senator in the actual
Capitol on the thivd floor”
, Franks sald, “Before Estes

wanted to be moved to the
historic part,
office is smaller”

The legislative education
of Estes started as suon as he
was SWorn in.

As one of the two fresh-
men senators, Estes faced a

disadvantage in selecting a’

" desk on the Senate floor. Sen-
aiors choose their desk
depending an seniority, so
Estes is stuck sitting in the
front within feel of Lt. (Juv
David Dewhurst.

The superior seatsg
near the back.

“Then the senators can
talk to people without most
noticing,” Franks said. '

Exhausting days

The daily calendar is

are

ings and 15-minute appoint-
ments in his office. There are
countless requests for dis-
cussions with lobbyists, busi-

was in the extension, but'he |

even if the'

packed with committee meet-.

ness leaders and Seng];’e Dis-

trict 30 constltuents

Since Estes is vice chair-
man of both the Senate Vet-
erans Affairs and Military
Installations Committee and
the Rural Caucus, besides
being a-member of four com-
mittees, ' finding time for
le];!erythmg is nearly impossi-

e

Each staff member is
assigned to a committee and

attends those events when

Estes isunable to, . .
“We are his eyes and ears
in those meetings,” Simmons
said.
At Estes’ office, which has
am-GPEMm (oor policy, the sena-
tor attempts to meet as many

complain about the tight |

a

‘people as possibletin a day,
- “We try to give everyone
the same trea.t,qgem,” Sim-

mons said is totally
committed to treating every-
one the same. The senator
finds it most rewarding-
meeting with the con-
stituenis. But sometimes we.
act like air controllers with
symbolic planes mrclmg 1n
the halls.”’ '

These back-to-back meet-
ings can wear anyone dowi,
Simmons said. -

“One of the stressful parts -

“about being a senator is stay-

ing at your peak. He has to. 4

- stay attentive all day” Sim-

meons said. “*Monday through !
Wednesday is

overwhelming,

_ “We take it one day at a
time,” he said. “And I want to
meet with as many of my

_ constituents as possible. I'm

just glad they don't all call on
the same day.”

-8immens grabbed Estes
navy - jacket hanging in the
back of his office. He keeps
standing as a reminder to the
executive director of the Mil-
itary Facilities Commlssmn

~ that his time is up. .

“I'm sorry to cut you off
" but he needs to ‘get . to -8es-
smn * Simmons said.

- Bstes reassured His gtiest
that this meeting is not com-
* pletely over.

. .

packed.” . _

- Knowing all the issues can
be- a challenge for any new-
coImer.

After slgnmg nearly 50 let-
ters, Estes met with Sharon
Hull, lobbyist for the Wine
Institute, to discuss legisla-
tion regarding the direct
shipment of wine. With only
15 minutes of Estes’ time,
Hull rapidly argued her posi-
tion citing several studies.

-8he used the acronym
NCSL repeatediy '

-“Wait a minute. What's
the NCSL?” Estes asked,

drinking a Diet Coke.

“The National Conference

“of State Legislatures,” Hull, .
along with Estes’ assistant

Franks, answered in unison.

“Okay, s0 I.am a part.of

that,” Estes said, joking in

this learning instant. - - -
Even Estes admitted the

constani meetings until

‘neatly 9. pan. daily can be

“action

“This is ]ust the begln

'nmg of the conversation,” he ;
said. “We have to take care of ;
the Natipnal Guard because

“they take care of us.”

With appointments all day, -

the guestion is left hanging

in the air: When does the sen- -

ator eat?

Simmeons explained each -
senator pays $750 per session.

to cover the cost of meals in

the private senators’ lounge. -
If the session runs into the -

- evening, like it will later this
spring, dinner will also he
available.

“They can run back there,
grab a sandwich every day

they are in session,” Sim-.

mons said.

His first 'term
- Estes said he isn’t feeling

" the pressure to make a big

1mpact on the 78th legislative
sesgsion.

“1 set a goal for myself to
not introduce many bills —
just local bills,” Estes said.
“Probably not more than 24

]

‘Thave

‘tonight,”

the entire time. 1 often ask

. myself, ‘How many new laws.
do we need? Part of this job -

is offensive with passing a
law that we need. The other

_is the defensive and stopping

a bill from passing.” _

The new senator is opti-
mistic about the session but
realizes getting the basics
down of being a senator will
have to come first.

“My goal is to learn the
ropes and how things work
here,” he said. “You ‘really
to know how the
process works.. I feel great
about things. I am just so
excited to be here.”

Becoming an influential

" leader in. Austin will mean

overcoming large challenges
along with countless small
successes. Two nights earlier
at a Texas Public Policy
Foundation dinner, Estes
toock a baby step 1n his
career.

- “We are Iettmg the sena .

tor' speak off the cuff
Trey

Estes’ chief of staff, said.

.. But hls aides weren't wor-
~ried.

In I'us epemng speech he

descrlbed iife ag a freshmen
senator -+ a.daily legkning .
-experience for him. :
i “I'have searched my mind
- _for the great things that I
‘have done so far,” Estes said.

“But on my first day at the
session, I wanted to second a
motion. But the lieutenant
governor wouldn’t call on

" me. Then someone pointed

out to me that there is a little
button you have to push for
Dewhurst to acknowiedge

yOou, I can only go up from

here,”
Surprlsmgly, Estes writes
the majority of his speeches.
" “When he is going to

- speak . somewhere, usually’
. Lewis writes an outline and
“then the senator fills it 1n

with what he wants to say,”
Blocker said. “It's about 60
percent the senator, 40 per-

. cent'the staff.”

Maybe the largest chal

- lenge Estes has faced so far is

finding his way through the

- maze-like capitol building.

After attending the week-
ly rural caucus meeting in

the capitol extension, he

walked back to his office.
He climbed one set of

. stairs and then another.

When they reach the third,

.. he turns to Simmons.

“Is there another set of
stairs?” Estes said. “l keep

.getting lost in this place.”

Blocke-‘r, .



!As Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst prepares tq open the sessici ',

:Sen, Estes checks his notes while on |he Senate floor

: .But the day is not over for

: Estes — it’s just boginning.
. A quick review of his
 schedule. and "Estes vealizes
he has a whole hour untiii b
next appoiniment. This i

enough time to go oul for.

lunch and relax for a while.
-But a8 the senator
approached his office, a
. woman is Jeaving.
= “Hi, I'm Sen. C r‘alg Tistes. ™
he said.
; “I was just here to see you.
'! Do you have a minute?” she
: asked.
“Sure. Lewis. do we have a
minute?” Estes asked Sim-
: Ions. -
= “Yeah. We have twa,” Snn‘
 Mons said.

“Well, 1 taik fast,” ihri

Woman said as ey rhe: l(li‘:i
imifo his office.

"Regional reporter Mzdu»!?cr
Kann gan be réached ut (940}
763-7580 or by e- -mail af
, kannmg'wtm)m .
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Above Sen. Estes glves a klse to Agricufture Commie
sioner Susan. Cormbs prior 1o the start of a rural caucii.
meeting. At right is Sam Tessen, executive director of ti-r
Office of Rural (:cmrlmunitg.!r Affairs. Below, Estes ment:
with members of the Milltary Facilities Commission.




