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to address

Educatmn, eeonomy
"~ also expected to ﬁgure
I3 in Perry’s sPeeq:h
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") “LAUSTIN — In his Stats of the
- B@te address - -foday, Gov Rick
_'-Errywﬂlspec]fywaystore-
“enlve a -$9.9 billion revenue
 ~Shortfall without violating his
" mew taxes” stand and will
. -Gl for a Texas €conomic devel- -
—gument strategy drawing on the
-courtship, - according to-
@ple close to. the governot:
" g Education, economic security
ﬁ fiscal responsibility are de-
bed as the key point.s of tlus

... k) T

"Gov. Rick Perry meets with Press Secretary
Sunday were polishing his State of the State speech, which will be-

the State

shortfall

‘vear's speech whleh the gover-

nor will dellver to a joint ses-
smn of the hare, -
“Today's speech has been ea-

‘gerly awaited, particularly be-

cause Perry last month submit:
ted a prepoeed bixdget of nothing

but zercs in every category of
state-spending.

With the state comptroller es-
timating a $9.9 billioih revenue
shortfall through the state’s next

-two-year budget period, Perry
.said the proposal symbolized the

need to start from scratch in set-
ting prioritim and defining es-
sential services. .

Others called for specifics.

‘Those will come today those
_close to Perry promised, in the.
form of a menu of options in-

See BUDGET/10A .

Secretary Kathy Walt in the office of his chief of staft, Mike Toomey (right), it Adstin, Perry and his stat
delivered today to a joint session of the Legislature. -

‘accountabifity through

Key themes
These topics are expected to |
dominate Gov. Rick Perry's State of

the State speech today:

I® Fiscal responsibility

-A blueprint for a balanced budget

despite a $9.9 billion revenue

without new taxes.

m Education

A call for more education spendlng
and greater flexibility for school
districts, plus a defense of school

" shortfall. Persy says it is possnble .

student testing.
m Economic security -
A focus on economic
development
modeled on the

successful
couriship of

L|

mmuwmoamamss




CONTINUED FROM 1A

cluding cuts, savings achieved
by eﬁlclencles and mcreased
- Yevenles,

"“T'll be there with bated
breath,” said House Democrat-
Ae Caueus Chairman Jim Dun-
nam, of Waco. “Frankly; I'm
much more interested in the
‘governor’s actions than in his
message. His message has been
the polar opposite of his ac-
‘tions thus far this session.”

. Rep. Elizabeth Ames Jones of

San Antonio, vice chairwoman
of the House Republican Cau-
‘cus, supports Perry’s apprpach.

“What I'd like to hear the
governor talk about is the fiscal
responsibility that we are going
to take up in this session,” she
said. “None of my constituents
‘have been writing me to raise
their taxes.”

. Jones said she wants to hear

Perry describe howtousethe
“great success of geiting this

Toyota plant in San Antonio
and how we can lse the stan--

dardsc:l‘tlﬁsgreatnewcorpo-

rate citizen in our state to raise .
~ tions on the table that the Leg-

the bar for more to come.” -

And, she zaid, an emphasls
on-an educated Work i‘oree is
important '

education despite state flscal
problems. He'll'inelude a'call to

lift certain state mandates from

school districts, including pa-
perwork requirements, - ‘those
familiar with the speech said,
During last year’s gubernato-
rial eampaign, Perry drew crit-
icism for his veto of a 2001 biil
meant to limit teacher paper-
work. At the time, he said the
bill would have undermined lo-
cal control and that current
law contained provisions to re-

duce paperwork
“Whatever he says and how-
ever he frames it, he has to be

reassuring to the citizens that
" the state’s problems are under-

stood and that there are solu-
islature can implement,” said
cratic Lt. Gov Bob Bullock. .

Tobbyist Reggie Bashur, who
worked for former Govs. Bill

“Clements 'and George W Bush,

both Republicans, said he ex-
pects Perry to defihe his con-
servative philosophy and point

'in the direction he'd like to see

the Legislature move.

“I don*t think it's incumbent

on this governor or any gover-
nor to lay out (budget propos-
als) line item by line item,” he
said.

Eva de Luna Castro budget
analyst with the Center for

Public Policy P_riorit:tea, ..-said .

.the “key question” is “how we

can pay for eore services” with
billions- of dollars less in reve-
nue: - .

Details about current state
spending and the effect of shift-

-ing that meney will help -in-
~media consultant Tony Proffitt, -
who worked for the late Demo -

Perry is expected to advocate' .
additional spending on public

form the debate, she said. Most
of the state’s general-revenue
dollars are spent in education

and - health and hm:mm .ser-

vices, she said.

Michael . Quinn Su]livan of
the Texas Public Policy Foun-
dation sald his group wants the
governor to advocate “greater
levels of fiscal responsibility,
higher academic standards in
our schools, and the need to
keep taxes low 80 Texas can
continue to attract more busi-
ness and economic develop-
ment”
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