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"< i By CYNTHIA CALVERT |

Legislators and :ioumal_jsts heard experts

from around the country discuss the tricky
- isswe [of Texas school finance last
Wedneiday. The seminar was organized by
. the Texas ¥’ﬁhlic' Policy Foundation (TPPF),
- a non-partisan foundation foanded by ultra-
* copservative’ San Antonio physician Dr.
Jarnes Leiniger.
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system has been affected by the
last 30 years of unproductive
turmoil in the courts. Several
landmark court decisions have
created law that demanded edu-
cation provide equity but that
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Seme principles of school
finance, said Hanushek, include
a basic one: we are not going to
drive this system by pumping
money into it. We cannot take
spending as a reasonable indi-
cator of a good school, he said,
ind  centralized regulation is
10t the answer, certainly not in
he areas such as teacher quali-
y and class size. Adequacy,
ccording to Hanushek, is a
wolitical choice, not a technical
ssue. “The idea is to provide
zood schools. The problem is
we can't specify the exact ele-
ments that make a good school.
When we o decide, it will still
be a political decnsmn on how
far we want to go.”

.He did sa that school’
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finance - sho
based, lncenﬁites count; he con-
tinued. He suggested that a st
dent's  funding should follow
‘him if he leaves public school.
.Hanushek advocates an expan-

sion-of school choice, including.

charters and_private schehis-
and exit vouchérs,
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Texas school finance system:
fiscal capacity, part of the sys-
tem is outdateg, the formula
known as Robin Hood, and the
restrictions placed by the state
constitution. _

- Texas -adds 70,000 more stu-
dents every year into the sys-
tem. Just to stay in place, the
state must add 3700 million
each biennium. Keller said
adjustments for cost factors, for
hiring teachers and for educat-

_ing different types of students,

are weighted as a result of polit-
ical deals, not on pelicy. Robin
Hood, said Keller, is clumsy
and inefficient and must be
restzuctured. Finally, he said
that finding a solution, which
will require a constitutional
amendment, won't be easy.
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of the current system. “Don’t
abandon something that’s wotk-
ing,” he said. “We can 1mpro've
on it
In the question and ansﬁ?er
session, Keller offered
there afe two reasons schobls
do well: resources and the input
of the - family. “Successful
schools have students with good
backgrounds and motiv
ents. It i§ dlfﬁcult to measure-
that, and ‘we can't .pcﬁgith
other schools. It is cnﬁ:g
come up with enough;mo y,
even if there is any afoun
money that can create suc ss
for all schools, A lot of oWjer
factors matter besiBes
resources,” he said. ;
Hanushek concurred, ad
that it is the people (teac
staff and administrators) thatere
the key element. .
Lavine agreed with that, i
“Money mattcrs. but it is nofp
that matters.” :
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Next week: School a'. v
Part two of the TPPF eﬂuc Pon.

seminar.




