PLUERS CLIFPLVG SEEVIC

1-80Q-474-11t
i

8821y
Kirbyville, TX

East Texas Banner
Cire. 2952

 JAN 29 2003

Begin'at zeroT
wlthbudget

' All Texans witl befefit by the re-
cently announced decision of the

state's top leadership to craft the,
budget starting at zero, according to.
Texas® only free-market think tank. -
“It's been said that nothing is as’
certain as death and taxes, but the
decision of Governor Perry, Lieu--

tenant Governor Dewhurst and:

Speaker Craddick to reexamine the -

state’s budget starting from zero !

means the death of tax-increase
talk,” said Michael Quinn Sullj-

van, director of media and govern-

,i'\

ment relations for the Texas Public
Policy Foundation. “It's certainly
not a quick-fix, and it won’t answer
every budget concern, but this
common-sense method of budget-
ing will give added reassurance to
all Texans that our tax dollars are
being spent even more wisely than
in the past.” .

The announcement was made by
the Governorlast Friday as he pre-

}sentcd his proposed budget for the

{ 2004-2005 biennium.

M. Sullivan said the Foundation
maintains that zero-based budgeting
forces greater spending accountabil-
ity on elected and appointed offi-
cials. Projections that the state
will have approximately $7.4 bil-
lion less to spend in the next bien-
nium than the current budget
makes it all the more critical that
legislators find every cost-saving
opportunity possible, he added.

“Zero-based budgeting puts ev-
erything on the table; every pro-
gram, every agency, every commis-
sion.  Agency and commission
heads will now have to justify the
first dollar of spending, rather than
simply expect ever-increasing rates
of expansion, In tough economic
times, state spenders - Just like in-
dividuals - must carefuily account
for every dollar that comes in and
Boes out. The taxpayer simply
cannot afford any more taxes -
whether levied directlyon the indi-
vidual or indirectly through higher
prices when business taxes are
raised.”

Under the state’s current budget
System, agencies are allocated
“lump sums” :shat cover both pro-
\gram and administrative costs.
nder the plan presented by the

see ZERO, py{
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governor last week, legislators and
citizens will be able to more care-
fully scrutinize how tax money is

spent.

. “Texans demand open govgm-
‘ment, including a more transparent

budget process,” said Mr. Sullivan.
Texans deserveto know how their
money is being spent, from the

_ first dollarto the last. The Gover-
not, Lieutenant Governor and

Speakers should be congratul
for taking these steps to ensure that
ours is an even more fiscally re-
sponsible state government.”




