comrvatlve coalltlons to

-push state agendas;

OOALI'I'ION. Rep. Anene

- Lubbock, at third right
AP .

.Wohigemuth, R- Budeson,

speaks recently at the Capltol ' Valley Morning Star
. about a ‘Teport on state - Harlingen, TX
spending released by the . Circ 26152

Texas Conservative Coalition .~
Research Institute. To her left - -
is Sen, Florence Shapiro, R-
Plano, with Rep. Can Isett, R-

v

By STEVE TAYLOR

valley Momning 5far - _
AUSTIN — If anygne is more.

excited about the new Republicap

hmdershlpmAushnthanGOPleg-

mlaﬁma,lt’sﬂlecmsewnhvetlunk--.

associations whoee idés ‘have not’
had much of a hearing in the pest.
The November elections that

. ushered in the first GOP majority in

the'IbnaHmeainmRecomtmcb- '

N AN . ca

ion strengthened the Repubhcan

grip. in the Senate andfanother'
'deanaweepofatawmde

for
" the party, aisogaverenewedvmto
groups such as the Texas' Con-
Coalition . Regearch:

Institute, "the Texas Association of .
':j.Bﬂﬁlnﬂ“ and the Texas Publlc-
'PaIicyFnundahon.

. “Let the state porterﬂ Fllndlts,
ta and ﬂitral apologists
'The wa.}{ _govemment

approaches issues is going to be dif-

“ferent,” anid TPPF .spokesman .

Michael Quinn Sullivan, soon after
the November elections. :
“The debate has changed: New

'gpending will be scrutinized more,

and old spending must be justified.
Once-sacred programs now will
havet()pmvethelrwm‘thtothetex— o

Just what thethinktanksand :
Ploase seo AGENDAS, Page A8

e e — =
_cmﬁnuedmrnpz\l

pmasuregmupswantwgeem
the way of a new to
* government can be gleaned
from recently published policy
documentsbythsTCCRI and

’;h Inaddltlon,the TAB and the
'TPPF are holding major con-
ventions in Austin this week to
unveil their agendas for the
78th Legislature.

The TCCRI releaaed a 137-
page report last week detailing
75 recommendations ‘for con-
solidating and ° - gliminating
state agencies, increasing pre-
mium sharmg and co-pay-
ments in programs like
Medicaid, snd turning some
state services over to private
enterprise. The group also
wants Medicaid families to

-
raportmmthlytorenewehgl

bility,

A TCCRI task force that
included Sen. Florence Sha-
piro, R-Plano, Rep. Carl Is&a
R-Lubbock, and Rep. Arlene
Wohlgemuth, R-Burleson, pre-
pared the report.




Shapiro was just named
Senate education committee
chairwoman by Lt. Gov, David
Dewhurst. Isett and Wohl-

gemuth are expected to be -
handed key jobs when Speaker

'Imeraddickannoumesmw

next waek,
"I‘he:emgomgtobealotof
- discussign about this service
, bemgcutorthai;aar’mebmng
*cnt,” Wohlgemuth said. “My
' numberoneeoncemlsthatmy

 “Fiscal Responsibility, Meeting

T ———

"1

‘ance mcreaae a significant .,

” Ifgmupsmcbaafrmm
are successful in

gettmgtheir agendas adopted

.pmpe!tytaxmcreaaesndacar bythenewRepubhcanleader—

insurance ‘increase, I have to
_consider that the worst thing
for people suffering hard eco-
nomwtimesmtongethema

" tax increass,”

 The TAB report, titled !

theStabe’sBuda@tObhaa
without New Taxes” claifs 4
identify $18 billieh th
makemeuuiﬂmh ane

- “Texang duam 8- budget
that is written’ withmt Hnew

taxes,” said TAB Pregident Bill |

Hammond. “’bea.shasagoldeni

opporﬁzmtyt.oremmspend
ing; to learn to live Within: its

ship in Austin, the greatest
unpactcotﬂdbeﬁe!tmtheRmr
GmndeVa]leyandtheborder

region generally.
The Valley, playing catch-up.
on years of historic under-ﬁmd—

ing by the state, hasbeneﬁted

meansandtiosattl;?stageﬂ:ra '

brighter future,”

folks back home&ibwe just been ,  The TAB's annual confer- |

\@t by a hormeowners’ insur- ence . takes place in Austm ... poores
‘_‘—--r—— .

m x ;

Tueeday «nd

gewhuraitle %raddxck and | .4
. Comptroller arulp Keeton ;
Strayhorni

'Iheﬂ-nemeoft.hemferenoe/_

is “not one muore dollar” in taxes

or regulations, with panel dis- '

cussionaa]soanmedwalmal :

'I\nas mﬁth in thé per-
centage schigl students
graduating

Penywantato]l

'madatﬁfaatureheavﬂymthe

state’s highway spending mix.
TCCRI wants to fee school
ﬁnamerefm'm,inctudmgehml

" nation of the sg-ralled Robin

Hoodsys’bmthai."takesmaney
from -rich gchool dis-
mﬂe vﬁs to pmperty

poor
Contami:ng some-\ of the

Policy Primmaa, A mproﬁt
group -that  works on issues
affecting “low-income Texans,

-says any rediiction in GHIP or

Medicaid spending: would dis-
proportionately hit the Vh]ley
‘hardest.

“These pmgmms are an

_ .important economic player in
‘border codhties, even more

in 2000. The state -

ranked 50th in the number of.
children with health i '

ance; and44thmthenumber: |

of poor covered by Medicaid,

Textgsalsoranksnearbottom
in the perdantage of the popu-
lahonthatmhungzyorn:lp;l
nourished.

The four-day TPPF conven-
tion, titled: 78th Legislature

~ Policy --Orientation; runping

Jan. 29-Feb. 4, w:ll feature
Perry, Dewhurst Craddick,
Attorney General GregAbbott,
Texas Bupreme Court Justice
Tom Phillips and former US.
Secretary of Educatmn Bill
Bennett.

‘Issmies to be eixammed at the
conference include state taxes
end spending, border affairs,
water, school finance, K-12 and
hlgher education, insurance,
transportat:on, health care a.nd

important than in other parts
of . the state,” Dunkelberg

* said,

“What that means is that if
you have cutbacks, whether
they ate cuthacks in eligibility,
inthe_serviceaﬂlatarepajdfor,
or in the rates that are paid,
you are going to have a dispro-

ties or other border cou
8. 4

d

portionately-hard impact on .
the economijes of those Valley,

4



