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Rep. Tom Craddick, the p
sumptive speaker of the Texas
House, said Thursday he would

support a pilot voucher pro.

gram, and, unlike previous

faﬂedarttenmts;ltwouldham{a
good chance of passing in a Re- #i

publican-controlled Legislature.

“We will probably see a run at
a pilot program like the om

i .

takeﬁmds : frompublic
ation. Healse said a pilot
ETan mnotlikel&'tﬂhawa

lgaghprlcetag and it would be
ible despite predictions of a

$5 billion shortfall,

~ “We can find those dollars to-

d;ag" he said.

Voucher opponents, however,

questmned how the state would

- pay for a pilot program without

jeapardmmg funds for public
?"rd be very reluctant to;go
Séesmoomoa

School vouchers

called likely to pass
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down that road,” said Sen. Let-
icia Van de Putte, D-San Anto-
nio. N

A member of the Senate Edu-

cation Committee, she said
public schools  already are fi-
pancially strapped, and “even a
pilot project wonld delete those

precious funds.”

She also notexd the state cur:
rently picks up slightly more
than 40 percent of the tab for
public education, while local
property taxes pay for close to
) percent.

The Northside School Dis:
trict, the Jargest in South
Texas, also is opposed to a pilot

“Many districts are -
already asking the
Legislature for
additional funds to
meet mandates, so we
are opposed to any
plan that moves any
public money into a
voucher system.”
PASCUAL GONZALEZ

Northside School District
spokesman
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voucher  program,  distriet
spokesman Pascual Gonzalez
said.

“Many districts are alveady
asking the Legislature for addi-
tional funds to meet man-
dates,” he said, “so we are op-
posed to any plan that moves
any public money mto a

svstermn.”

Jeff Judson, oufgoing presi-
dent of the provoucher Texas

vm:ehers n the upe ummg Ses-
sion than ever betore.

*It's become a mainstream
idea,” he said, “certainly main:
stream  in the Republican
Party” _

He also disputed claims that
vouchers take money away
from pubic scheols: Vouchers
frequently target students whao
do net perform well in school
and are more likely to drop
out, he said.

Public Policy Foundation, pre-

dicted  there would be ‘a
broader base of support for
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