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lecrease poverty.

It also believes in minimal
egulation of industries, such
15 insurance, and minimal
axes for businesses and indi-
siduals,

During his Wednesday talk,
udson expressed his disap-
bointment with the lack of
substance, depth and imagi-
nation presented by this
year’s slate of political candi-
dates.

“There did not seem to be
much of an agenda. The
issues were minimal. There
was no talk of major reform,”
he argued.

Because of this, Judson said
it is hard to tell what would
be the legislative priorities
this year.

Despite the state’s projected
$5-10 billion budget shortfall,
Texas will have to do more

Expert views state-
" |egislative agenda

BY TRICIA CORTEZ
Times staff writer

ite this year’s recent
election, Jeff Judson, presi-
dent and CEO of the Texas
Public Policy Foundation,

said he does not see a

strong agenda emerging
from the state’s newly elect-
ed leaders.

Two months from now,
the 181 members of the
Texas House and Senate
will convene in Austin for
the 78t Legislative Session
on Jan. 14,

Rather than meet annually
to work on the state’s budg-
et, the Texas Legislature

estate/ inhesitancel tax, pen-
sion reform and border infra-
structure.

Texas has a low tax burden,
which is good for business.
Ironically, though, it has a
strong pro-regulation culture,
Judson said. 5

Lone Star State ranks
47th in the entire country in
terms of tax burden, and it is
only one of nine states that
does not have a personal
income tax. !

“As a result, three million
people moved into Texas
from other states during the
1990s, making it one of the
greatest migrations of human
history,” Judson said.

He added that growth in
personal income in Texas also

rew by 455 percent, though
he did not say how this was
distributed statewide.
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meets every other year to

hammer out the state’s

finances and: its pressing’ —\

needs. =
Last week, Judson took:
members of the Laredo
Rotary Club on a tour of the.
issues that dot the Texas
political landscape.
His private research firm
and think tank, based out of:
San Antonio, advocates:
limited government, pri-’
vate property rights and:
individual responsibility. =
As such, the Texas Public
Policy Foundation believes:
that big government does.
not help poor people or.

(See *EXPERT Page 16A)

sonal income tax and "the
existing loophole for the fran-
chise tax (for business) has
led to a higher property tax
rate and a higher sales tax to
make up the differepce.

Texas ranks 24% in the
country in terms of property
tax burden. Property taxes
fund school districts, local
cities, counties, community
colleges and other taxing enti-
ties.

Judson argues that Texas
should never enact a personal
income tax and further said
that when companies are
taxed, consumers are the ones
who bear the brunt.

As for transportation, the
Texas Public Policy
Foundation completed a
study, which features Laredo,
called “The Road Ahead:
Innovations  for

{

'ﬁer feel that there should
b& more government spend-
i for transportation in
Laredo,” Judson said, citing
statistics of increased cross-

order truck traffic since
NAFTA.

Although Texas spends
more state money on border
infrastructure,  California
receives the most federal
money for this and New

exico receives the most
noney on a per truck basis,
Judson said.

{When discussing the recent
doubling and tripling of
homeowners insurance,
workman's comp and health
insurance in Texas, Judson
said an overly regulated
insurance industry was at
fault.

" He pointed to Illinois, which

Better has minimal regulation on
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with what it has, rather than

look to cutting services or
increasing taxes, he said.

Though Texas ranks at the
bottom in many social and
educational programs,
Judson said taxes to fund
government programs are not
the answer.

“Taxes fall on poor people
the hardest, reducing their
wages and making it harder
for them to tio about their
daily life: So, these people are
less able to invest in their
future or open their own
businesses,” he said.

As for the projected school
finance and property tax cri-
sis, he believes that these
issues will not be a priority
for the Legislature this ses-
sion. :

Other specific topics dis-
cussed included the state’s
tax burden, the new TAKS
tect  revicions to the state’s

has affordable premiums and
a competitive insurance mar-
ket.

As for the state’s new TAKS
test, which will determine
whether or not a student will
pass or fail their grade level,
Judson said there have been
“yery negative effects from
teaching to the (TAAS) test.”

Because of the state’s
accountability system, school
districts and their superin-
tendents and principals are
driven to make sure that their
students make high marks on
the state test,

However, Judson said,
much of the testing material
is narrow  and far below
grade level, and teachers no
longer have ;ny flexibility to
teach freely. -

As such, his research firm
argues for a"—?.ifferent'test that

covers broader topics to bet-
ter gauge a student’s knowl-
edge and thinking skills. The
test should also not deter-
mine whether a student pass-
es or fails, he said,

Judson then pointed out
that Texas is the biggest pur-
chaser of textbooks and is

thus able to set the market fQr.
different editions. @

Recently, his firm review&d |
the new social studies

eghie |
tions and found 500 err@ |
and omissions, which they# |

sént to the publisher for

changes. |
The constant and m:mem? |
studies done by the Texa
Public Policy Foundation can
be found on their Website at |
wnw.tppforg. Reil
(Staff writer Tricia Cortez cili®s |
be reached at 728-2568 or trist |
cia@hntonline.com.) /‘
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