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Book  Textbook revisions criticized

rewrites
faulted

School text publishers
play down changes
favored by conservatives

By TERRENCE STUTZ

Austin Bureau w,

AUSTIN — Textbook publish-
ers have “caved in” to argumernts
from social conservatives by re-
writing some books to reflect the
views of those critics, a political
watchdog organization said Mon-

¥
The nonprofit Texas Freedom.
Network said several publishers
| revised social studies books after
taking heat from social conserva--
tives at state textbook hearings
earlier this year. The State Board
of Education is scheduled to adopt
new textbeoks for Texas schools in
November. T E e

“Instead of standing guard and
protecting the thoroughness and
accuracy of textbooks, some pub-
lishers are now caving in to pres-
sure from a handful of very noisy
would-be censors,” said Samantha
Smoot, executive director of the
Freedom Network. .

Representatives for textbook
publishers insisted the changes
cited by the Texas Freedom Net-
work are a small fraction of the re-
visions that have been made since
the original versions of the books
were presented to the state.

“These kinds of discussions and
changes are very common and
part of the lengthy state adoption
process in Texas,” said Joe Bill
Watkins of the Association of
American Publishers. ‘

“When you consider all the in-
formation in these materials,
those changes [cited by the Free-
dom Network ] probably represent
an extremely small percentage of
all the changes that were made in
the books from the beginning of
the adoption process.”

The Freedom Network said one
publisher agreed to eliminate ref-
erences to “fossil fuels being
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formed millions of years ago” so
there would be no conflict with
biblical timelines, which indicate
the Earth has existed for a much
shorter time.

Another publisher deleted a
passage that said Osama bin Lad-
en’s orders to his followers to kill
Americans runs counter to Mus-
lim teachings. “No idea could be
farther from Muslim teachings,”
the deleted passage said. Critics
said the book was too kind in de-

| seribing Muslim beliefs.

" “These are not changes called
for by the mainstream public but
by a handful of religious extrem-
ists,” Ms. Smoot said. “They’re de-
manding textbook changes to suit
their religious and political beliefs.

| Itis censorship, plain and simple.”

She noted that the State Board
of Education rejected an environ-
mental science textbook last year
after social conservative groups
objected to its praise for the feder-

L al Endangered Species Act and its

warning about the threat of global
warming. L

Mr. Watkins of the publishers’
group said it is significant that
textbooks have been found to cov-
er the state’s curriculum require-

. ments — the Texas Essential

Knowledge and Skills — in all
subject areas.

“That is what is really impor-
tant,” he said.

into these textbooks from groups
of all political persuasions,” he
said. “Hopefully, we all are coming;
from the perspective that we want
more people involved in the text-
book review process — not fewer.”

* One of the conservative groups
particularly active in reviewing
textbooks this year is the Texas
Public Policy Foundation. The
Texas Freedom Network did not
fault the group for any of the text-
book changes highlighted Mon-
day — though the organizations
have clashed in the past.

“Our textbook reviewers did

what good = outside reviewers |

should do. They sought to broad-

en the information going into the

textbooks,” said Michael Quinn
Sullivan of the Public Policy Foun-

“dation.
“Tt is a real victory for Texas |

that we had so much citizen input

Textbooks the state board
adopts in November will be used
for the next six years, beginning in
fall 2003. Board members have
already held three public hearin;
on the books. <

Textbook adoption proceed-
ings in Texas have long drawn na-
tional interest because decisions
reverberate across the country.
Only California buys more text-
books in the United States, and
publishers whose books are
adopted in the Lone Star State
market them in dozens of othier
states. cood

There also is a lot of money on
the line. Texas alone is to spend
nearly $345 million on social
studies and other textbooks this

year.
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